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SOMETHING YOU DIDIT KNOW ABOUT... 








D'Lo Brown 


D'Lo Brown is an excellent cook—and we're not just talking hamburgers and hot dogs. 

“You name it, | can cook it,” D’Lo said. “I’m a big dessert guy. | make homemade cheesecake from 
scratch. Creme brule is my favorite. But then chicken marsala, chicken cordon bleu—a lot of chicken things. 
This isn’t frozen-dinner chicken marsala. | start by cutting up my own mushrooms and making my own 
marsala wine sauce. 

“Nothing on the [George] Foreman Grill. It's not like | pull it out of the freezer and throw it on there. 
| actually break out the ingredients and cook some stuff.” 

D'Lo said his ability around the kitchen comes from genetics—his grandmother was a phenomenal 
cook—and from research. 

"Living alone before | met my wife, | always had to cook for myself,” he said. "| figured that if | was going 
to cook, | didn't want to cook poorly; | at least wanted it to be palatable. So, | read a few cookbooks and 
learned how to do different things.” 

D'Lo once gained 170 pounds in 18 months, but it wasn't because of his cooking ability. 

“After | finished playing football [at the University of Maine] and actually went to work in a real job [at 
an accounting firm], | kept eating like | was playing football,” Brown said. “When you're sitting behind a desk, 
and not working out, but still drinking a six pack of beer and eating Chinese food four nights a week, you 
tend to gain a little weight. | blew up from 230 to 400 pounds in about a year and a half.” 

Now, D'Lo tips the scales at a muscular 240, and uses his culinary talent to stay in tip-top condition. 

“For the most part, | don't cook real rich food often,” Brown said. "I'll cook lemon chicken. | could probably 
make chicken 10,000 different ways. | could make a chicken dish every night for a month and not have the 
same thing twice. | make sure | cook very healthy meals. 

"Chicken's probably the best thing when you're trying to lose weight or maintain a certain weight. 
Chicken and tuna, but how many things can you do with tuna fish? You can make chicken different ways. 
Here's my Forrest Gump line: "There's lemon chicken. There's cashew chicken. There's pecan chicken.' You 
find different ways to cook it." 

One of D'Lo's recipes—plain grilled chicken—appeared in the W cookbook Can You Take the Heat? 

D'Lo added another great chef to his household last September when he married his longtime girlfriend, 
Jennifer. 

“She loves to cook,” D'Lo said. “So we battle over who does the cooking.” 

Often, D'Lo will make dinner and Jennifer will make dessert, or vice versa. 

D'Lo's buddy Mark Henry has been over to the house. "[Jennifer] is a better cook than he is," Henry said 
with a sly grin. 

But D'Lo admitted that Henry was right: “My wife's a better cook than | am. It takes a real man to 
admit that.” 





- Phil Speer 
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Letters to the editor 





Dear Editor, 

The May issue of RAW was off 
the hook! Especially the “My 
Favorite Match” article on my 
favorite Superstar Kurt Angle. 
It would be great if you could 
do a huge article on him in a 
future issue. Also, the article on 
the nWo backstage was very 
interesting. Who would have 
thought that a veteran like 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan still 
gets nervous backstage! Over- 





all, it was another great issue 

of RAW. And to clear up any confusion for the fans, Kurt 
Angle does not suck! It’s true! It’s damn true! 

Michael 

San Diego, CA 


Dear Editor, 
I just wanted to say how happy I am to open my mailbox 
each month to find RAW and W Magazines there. My favorite 
parts of RAW would probably be the pin-ups or the new 
“Raw Sex" column by Terri Runnels. I think it's great that 
the W isn’t just writing about the Superstars, but making 
them an active part of the magazine. In addition to the pin-up 
sections, I think you should focus on the greatest tag team 
ever: The Hardy Boyz. I would love to see a pin-up section of 
them in an upcoming issue. You could focus on their come- 
back or their ongoing dispute with "The Next Big Thing" 
Brock Lesnar. Thank you very much for the great articles, and 
I look forward to reading the next issue. 
Rachel 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you for the interview with Chris Jericho in the May 
issue. It was really interesting to read his comments. I always 
believed that he could win the big one, but not all Jerichoholics 
are like me. I never doubted him and am still loyal to the 
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soon-to-be-again Undisputed Champion. In WCW he was 
never really given a chance. But that's then, and it's all about 
the W now, baby! I also remember that before Vengeance, 
everyone was saying that the “little guy from Manitoba" 
couldn't win it; he couldn't break through to the top. But 
Jericho proved all those ass-clowns wrong! Hey, he doesn't 
have the theme song, “Break Down the Walls" for nothing. 
I promise all of you non-believers that you cannot silence 
Chris Jericho, and he will reign once again as the 
Undisputed Champion! 
Jennifer Flores 
Ventura, CA 


Thanks for the Info 


Dear Editor, 
I thought the April issue was great. The article I enjoyed 
most was "They're Back." It was good to learn where and 
what The Godfather and The Big Valbowski were up to before 
their return at the Royal Rumble. I also enjoyed the letter 
Triple H wrote to all the fans who supported him during his 
recovery from injury. Plus I enjoyed the articles about the 
Dudley Boyz. Goldust, Stacy Keibler, Chris Benoit, Boss Man 
and Ricky "the Dragon" Steamboat. 
Tom Brooks 
Reading, MA 


Terri's On Top 


Dear Editor, 
I just wanted to say how great I 
think Terri's advice column is. 
Her advice is nothing like I 
thought it would be. She gives the 
same advice to her readers that 
I would give to my girlfriends! I 
can't wait to see what she will 
say in the next issue. Thanks for 
bringing a woman's voice to the 
magazine. 

Heather W. 

Via E-mail 
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From Ringside 


Random thoughts from under 
the black Resistol hat from a 
proud Oklahoman who is 
privileged to have the best 
seat in the house. 





* Christian and Lance Storm have 
the potential to become W Tag Team 
Champions. Storm, in particular, is 
as fundamentally sound as any 
Superstar in the entire company. 
Both these young, athletic Canadians 
are great students of the game. 


* Reverend D'Von and Deacon 
Bautista have significant upsides. 
Only time will tell if they both make 
it to the “promised land." 


* Chris Jericho may well be the best 
antagonist in the business. Since 
losing the W. Undisputed Champion- 
ship at WrestleMania X8, Jericho 
has gotten even better, in my view. 


* To some insiders, Bradshaw is a 
mix of the late Dick Murdoch and 
Stan Hansen, but he needs to find 
more of himself in his matches. 


* I predict that Booker T will eventu- 
ally become one of the W’s most 
popular competitors. This Houstonian 
has lots of talent. 


* Edge has arrived, and is far from 
peaking. 
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* The refined William Regal is as 
good a verbalizer as we have in the 
W. Plus, I like the southpaw's delib- 
erate and often unorthodox style. 


+ Can't remember when I have seen a 
more impressive first few months of 
an athlete's career than that of Brock 
Lesnar. The former University of 
Minnesota Gopher was the best 
heavyweight in the NCAA and is 
well on his way to becoming the 
best heavyweight in the W. Hope- 
fully, the amateur ranks will provide 
us more stars along the lines of Lesnar 
and the “Mac-daddy” of amateurs, 
Kurt Angle. 


Chris Benoit is a piece of work 
who few will ever equal in our busi- 
ness. 


* Does Bubba Ray Dudley remind 
any of our “old-school” fans of the 
American Dream, Dusty Rhodes, as 
he does yours truly? Bubba, like 
the Dream, has his fair share of 
charisma. 


* RVD may well once again be the 
IC Champion when you read this, 
and, if not, he'll again wear the 
coveted title before cool weather 
arrives. 


+ Since returning to the W, Eddie 
Guerrero has been on top of his 
game, and that puts him far ahead 
of the vast majority of his peers. 


* Has anyone noticed that Rikishi is 
quietly becoming one of our most 
popular Superstars? This is one 
helluva athletic "big man." 


+ No one in the company is genuinely 
tougher than Hardcore Holly. Trust 
me on this one. 


* Planet Stasiak is beginning to get 
noticed and I believe that's a good 
thing. This characterization is a prime 
example of life imitating art. 


By Jim Ross 


For my taste, Undertaker’s delib- 
erate and physical style is “old- 
school” good. 


A healthy and re-invigorated Kevin 
Nash is, without question, a main- 
event talent. This near seven-footer 
may be best suited, however, as a fan 
favorite at this stage of his game. 


Don’t forget about D’Lo Brown. 


Beware of the soon-to-return Big 
Red Machine. Believe you me, Kane 
will be very anxious to re-assert 
himself in the main-event mix when 
he gets clearance to return to action 
from his injury. 


+ Speaking of MIA, I miss Lita. 


+ When will Test “break through”? 
Soon is my guess. 


* Is there a better "dream match" than 
Stone Cold Steve Austin vs. Chris 
Benoit? Not for my money. 


* Triple H has few equals in the ring 
and only fate (see "injury") seems to 
be the only adversary that can slow 
down “The Game.” 




















+ Raven's TV commentary is showing 
marked improvement and looks to 
be the intelligent young man’s next 
calling. 


* Is Randy Orton going to suffer the 
same fate as The Rock did early in 
the “Great One’s” career? For some 
reason, fans a few years ago dis- 
played “Die Rocky, Die!” signs for 
no significant reason. Orton may be 
faced with the same situation. 


+ Is Chuck Palumbo the next break- 
out singles star? This former mem- 
ber of the U.S. Navy has both size 
(6'5" and 260 165.) and athletic ability 


few are blessed with in today’s 
marketplace. 


+ Trish’s in-ring improvement has 
been nothing short of extraordinary. 
Breathtaking beauty with athleticism 
is a terrific combination. 


Check out the Ross Report every Friday on WL.com 





* I fully expect to see several new 
faces introduced on SmackDown! 
and Raw throughout the summer. 
The W must build with youth, and 
we are prepared to do just that. 


* Call me gullible, but I do believe 
Molly is as virtuous as she pro- 
claims to be on TV. Not that there 
is anything wrong with that. 


* Why doesn't Albert rely more on his 
headbutt? This former Pittsburgh 
offensive lineman has not yet 
tapped into his unlimited potential. 
(Albert's dad was a former pro 
football player with the old Boston 
Patriots, now New England Patriots.) 


* Is Tazz destined to remain in the 
broadcast booth? Or will he resume 
his once dominant ways as dis- 
played in ECW? 





* Matt Hardy should make an excep- 
tional singles star, but perhaps not 
as a fan favorite. 


+ The SmackDown! Cruiserweights 
are slowly beginning to have more 
life on our network broadcast. 


+ Eat more BBQ. It's good for you, 
according to my late mama. 


* My thanks to those of you who have 
checked out Can You Take the Heat, 
our W. cookbook, which is now 
available in paperback. 


Take good care of yourself and ГЇЇ see 
you, Good Lord willing, right here 
next month. 
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Hangin’ & 
Bangin’ with 
the Hulkster 


Never let it be said that Hollywood Hulk 
Hogan is lacking in hospitality. In April, our staff 
traveled to Hogan’s hometown of Clearwater, 
Florida, for an exclusive interview for the 
Hulkamania collector's-edition magazine 
(on newsstands now). 

Not only did the Immortal One give us the 
grand tour of his opulent Tudor-style home, 
he also extended an invitation to dinner that 
night at his wife Linda's restaurant, The 
French Hen. We were lucky enough to be a 
part of the weekly SmackDown! viewing 
party, and the Hulkster himself hung out all 
night long, to the delight of the local crowd. 

In addition to the throng of Hulkamaniacs 
on hand, also present at The French Hen 
were Hogan's son Nicholas and daughter 
Brooke, as well as Florida radio personality 
Bubba the Love Sponge and former 
Federation Superstar Brutus "The Barber" 
Beefcake. 


Photos by Craig Ambrosio. 
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Hogan was more than happy to sign 
autographs and pose for pictures 
with fans, in between calling his 
own SmackDown! play-by-play 
(right) and hanging with his friend 
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“Rowdy” Roddy Piper Weaknesses 

While Piper’s tenacity is what 
brought him to the dance, his hot 
Scottish temper often caused him to lose 
matches he might otherwise have won. 
Frequently, Piper would be more hell- 
bent on exacting revenge against a foe 
than winning a match; he was just as 
happy dishing out a severe beating as 
he was having his hand raised in victory. 





Key Wins 
Prior to competing for the Federation, 
Piper was a two-time NWA United States 
Champion, defeating greats such as Ric 
Flair and Greg “the Hammer” Valentine. 
But it was after his arrival here that his 
star began to take off. One of Piper’s 
most notable victories was over the late 
“Adorable” Adrian Adonis at Wrestle- 
Mania III, At the 1992 Royal Rumble, 
Piper won his only Federation title by 
defeating The Mountie for the Inter- 
continental Championship. Even at his 
final match for this organization, Piper 
Superstars often come through this organization talking major trash, but few actually pos: continued to kick ass, thrashing Goldust 
the intensity or intestinal fortitude to back up half of what they say. But "Rowdy" Roddy Piper and | in a violent Back Lot Brawl at Wrestle- 
Stone Cold Steve Austin have not only talked the talk, they've also walked the walk. These hot- | Mania XII. 
tempered athletes have rarely had allies, yet they've still managed to capture the support of countless 
fans, Both men have considered the Federation ring their turf, even refusing to back down when | Key Losses 
a crossover star tried to steal their spotlight Throughout the early part of his 
The “Rowdy Scot's" untamed temper quickly drew him into a major confrontation with Mr. T— | Federation tenure, Piper and Hulk Hogan 
a man who parlayed his status as a tough-guy bouncer into a career as a television/movie star in | were constantly at each other's throats, 
the mid-'80s. Piper didn't care how big a celebrity Mr. T was, as still willing to mouth off and | but no matter how hard he tried, Piper 
go toe-to-toe with the legitimate toughman. In fact, their mutual hatred became a mainstream news 
story. The rivals would square off in consecutive WrestleManias, before Piper was able to run Mr. T 
out of sports-entertainment for gool 
Ironically, Stone Cold Steve Austir ‘baddest man 
on the planet,” Mike Tyson, stepped foo jately charged the ring 
to let Tyson know who ruled here. After giving the boxing champ a piece of his mind, Austin flipped 
Tyson off and the two got into a shoving match that made headlines across the world. 
ran wild that Austin would face Tyson at WrestleMania XV, but the 
special enforcer for the Austin vs. Shawn Michaels title match, and re 
“Austin 3:16" supporter. Despite their mutual respect, Iron Mike never wanted any part of the Texas 
Rattlesnake, 





Photo composite by Anthony Cali 



































aced a similar problem in 1998 when the 
tin the squared circle, Austin immec 
















































a very polished amateur wrestler, who 


“ROWDY” also had extensive boxing experience. 
RODDY PIPER When it came to pure brawling, nobody 
could match Piper, and if the battle 
Strengths became a scientific encounter with an 

The Hot Rod never met a fight he | opponent like Ric Flair or Bret Hart, 
didn’t like. Yet for a man as mentally | Piper could easily adapt and hold his 
unbalanced as he was, Piper was actually | own. 
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couldn’t stop Hulkamania from running 
wild. In The War to Settle the Score, a 
match that was aired on MTV, Piper got 
his shot at Hogan, but was unsuccessful 
in his title bid. Then at the inaugural 
WrestleMania, the Hulkster and Mr. T 
defeated Piper and “Mr. Wonderful” Paul 
Orndorff in the tag team main event. At 
WrestleMania 2, a frustrated Hot Rod 





turned a boxing match upside down by 
launching a stool across the ring toward 
opponent Mr. T, throwing referee Jack 
Lotz to the canvas and bodyslamming 
his opponent, causing an immediate dis- 
qualification. Six years later at Wrestle- 
Mania VIII, Piper came up short, losing 
his coveted IC title in a hard-fought 
battle against Bret “Hit Man” Hart. 


Finishing Move(s) 

When Piper was unable to hold his 
opponent’s tights for a quick roll-up, 
his finisher of choice was the sleeper 
hold. Many of his foes fell prey to this 
lethal maneuver that drained the life 
from their bodies by cutting off the blood 
circulation to the brain. 


Strategy 

Against an opponent like Stone Cold 
Steve Austin, Piper would need to use 
some of his amateur skills to weaken 
Austin’s limbs. In a no-holds-barred type 
brawl, the Scot would surely hold his 
own, but it is more likely that Austin 
would wear him down and eventually 
catch him with a Stunner. Using a well- 
planned ground technique, Piper would 
have a better chance of slowing down 
Austin and keeping him off his feet, 
after all, it’s impossible to hit a Stunner 
from the ground position. With Austin’s 
base weakened, Piper would be primed 
to lock on the dreaded sleeper hold, 
spelling the end for the Rattlesnake. 











STONE COLD 
STEVE AUSTIN 


Strengths 

Steve Austin is a two-fisted fighter 
and a man’s man. His pre-match ritual 
consists of drinking about a half-dozen 
beers, bringing him into the right frame 
of mind to raise some hell. Austin also 
possesses incredible stamina and is 
one of the strongest competitors in the 
company. While he also has an extraor- 
dinary repertoire of lethal maneuvers, 
Austin would much rather climb into 
the ring and kick someone’s ass using 
repeated kicks and punches. 


Weaknesses 

To date, few have found the flaws in 
Stone Cold. Despite undergoing major 
neck surgery in 2000, Austin came back 
happy, healthy and ready to dominate. In 
fact, he actually picked up a step after 
his almost year-long absence, due to 
the improved condition of his spine. 
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Roddy Piper vs. Steve Austin 
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FANTASY 








Key Wins 

When it comes to performing at the 
biggest matches of the year, Austin shifts 
gears and becomes nearly invincible. 
Stone Cold has been the challenger for 
the Heavyweight Championship in the 
main event of WrestleMania three times, 
and he has won every time. 

At WrestleMania XIV, Austin scored 
a stunning upset against Shawn Michaels 
in one of the most exciting main events 
in ‘Mania history. The following year at 
WrestleMania XV, he defeated The Rock 
for the Championship. And two years 
later at WrestleMania X-7 in his home 
state of Texas, Austin again defeated 
The Rock, this time with the aid of Mr. 
McMahon. 








Key Losses 


One of Austin’s biggest losses came 
at WrestleMania 13, at the hands of Bret 
Hart, in similar circumstances to Piper’s 
match with Hart. Refusing to give up, a 
bloodied Austin screamed in agony each 
time Hart leaned back with his patented 
Sharpshooter. Eventually, the pain was 


too much for Austin’s body to bear, and 
he slowly lost consciousness, allowing 
the Hit Man to pick up the victory. 
Recently, Austin suffered a highly 
controversial defeat to Undertaker at 
Backlash when special-guest referee Ric 
Flair didn’t see Austin’s foot on the 








“PIPER'S PIT” 


Long before Jerry Springer, Piper's Pit was the hottest, most controversial 
talk show on television. Every week during the mid-’80s, millions of fans tuned in 
to see complete chaos erupt from a host who was less balanced than his guests. 
Some of the most shocking events and turning points in sports-entertainment 
took place there. One of the most memorable Federation moments was when the 
less-than-hospitable host smashed a coconut across the skull of “Superfly” 
Jimmy Snuka. Piper's Pit was also where Andre the Giant introduced his new 
manager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan to the world and challenged Hulk Hogan to a 
title match at WrestleMania IlI, setting up one of the biggest rivalries in the history 
of the business. 

Perhaps the most infamous episode of Piper's Pit occurred at WrestleMania V, 
with guests Brother Love and the late Morton Downey, Jr. After being insulted by 
Brother Love's cheesy impersonation, Piper stripped the cherry-faced reverend 
down to his skivvies and sent him running to the back in embarrassment. But 
Piper wasn't finished. A few minutes later, Piper set the loud-mouthed talk-show 
host Downey straight. Despite being warned several times, Downey continued to 
insult Piper by blowing cigarette smoke in his face, causing the Hot Rod to cool 
him off with the help of a fire extinguisher. On Piper's Pit, one thing was certain: 
if you disrespected Piper or mistook his kilt for a skirt, you were leaving the set 
with an ass-kicking. 
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ropes during the pinfall. The loss cost 
Austin the No. 1 contender spot for the 
Undisputed Championship. 


Finishing Move(s) 

Upon debuting in the Federation as 
the Ringmaster, Austin used the Million- 
Dollar Dream sleeper as his finisher, 
but his lack of patience for his rival’s 
submission caused him to formulate an 
alternate method of winning a match. 
Instead of waiting for the life to be 
drained from an opponent, Austin simply 
kicks him in the stomach, grabs his 
rival’s head over his shoulder, puts a 
stink on it and drops himself to the 
mat. His 252-pound frame brings an 
opponent’s head down with such force 
that it actually ricochets off the shoulder, 
causing a whiplash effect as ferocious 
as that in a car accident. 


Strategy 

Austin’s best bet would be to keep 
the fight vertical with maneuvers like the 
mudhole stomp in the corner and the 
Lou Thesz Press. Eventually his strength 
and sheer savagery would break down 
the Hot Rod and earn him the victory. 
In a ironic twist, a natural counter for 
Piper's sleeper hold is the Stone Cold 
Stunner. 


Final Analysis 

If these two ruffians were to have 
laced up the boots and faced off, all hell 
would have broken loose. With Piper’s 
boxing background and Austin’s brawl- 
ing style, it is also likely that the pair 
would exchange numerous blows and 
the proceedings would more closely 
resemble a street fight than a wrestling 
match. Obviously, any referee would 
have his hands full officiating the match 
and, before long, the debacle would 
likely spill into the back. Chairs, fire 
extinguishers, coconuts and other mis- 
cellaneous weapons would find their 
way into this match, each being used 
in unimaginable ways. In the end, the 
official would have no decision but to 
declare the bout a no-contest and save 
the rematch for another day. M 


World Wrestling Entertainment’ Home Video presents 
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It's time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterri@wwe.com. 


Q: My girlfriend and I have been 
going out for about six months and 
she told me that she wants to improve 
our relationship by having sex. I know 
it’s morally wrong because we’re not 
married, but lots of people do it with- 
out being married. Should I go for it? 
Or should I turn her down, risking the 
breakup of our relationship? — J.B., 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

A: Honey, you realize you've submitted 
your question to a column called “Raw 
Sex," don't you? Okay, no more sar- 
casm, here is my take on your question: 
You should engage in this incredibly 
pleasurable act only if you want to! 
Don't “do it" because everyone else is 
doing it. I will call you a goober- 
smooch if you do it only for that rea- 
son. So as Eddie Guerrero would say... 
“If you feel froggy...jump!" My only 
wish is that if you do decide to be 
Kermit for the night, please dive in and 
give her a night of intense pleasure... 
make her want to come back to your 
lily pad often! Ribbit :) 


Q: I'm a very attractive man, yet I 
can’t seem to stay with a girl for very 
long. My longest relationship has been 
four months, and that was two years 
ago! Do you have any advice on how 
to keep a long relationship? I just can’t 
seem to stay with any girl. I’d love to 
meet you one day—you are by far the 
finest Diva. Like “the King” said on the 
May 6 episode of Raw, “I love her in 
thongs!” You are so damn fine, Terri. 
I'd love to hook up with you one day. 
I’m your No. І fan! — S.P, Middleburg, 
FL 

A: Thanks for the incredible compli- 
ments. I see you aren’t lacking in the 
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taste department. No, I didn’t say lick- 
ing...although, how are you in the lick- 
ing department? That might be the 
problem. I hope for your sake it isn’t. 


I would need to know more 
specifics in order to really help you, 
but offhand, I suggest looking at how 
your relationships have ended. What is 
the common denominator? Do they 
come to a halt when sex becomes an 
issue? Do they end when you start to 
open up, or do you even open up to the 
women you date? That could be an 
issue, too! Look close and be honest 
with yourself and UI bet you find the 
answer. Oh, and by the way,...I don't 
"hook up!" :) 


Q: I’m very good friends with a girl 
that I really like. My experience in 
relationships is nonexistent, so I have 
no confidence and barely any self- 
esteem in a situation like this. I really 
want to ask her out, but if I do and she 
says no, I fear that something might 
happen to our friendship. I don't want 
to lose her as a friend, but I know I 
won't be happy until I know if some- 
thing between us could ever happen. 
I'm really confused. What should I do? 
— Anonymous 





By Terri Runnels 














A: Has she given you any signs what- 
soever that she is interested in you? If 
not, you have a big decision to make. 
You have to realize that if you let her 
know how you feel and she doesn't feel 
the same way, it might change the 
dynamics of your friendship forever. 
(Beware; you could end up feeling as 
though your heart went through a steel- 
cage match with Undertaker!) 

On the other hand, if she feels the 
same way you do, then you already 
have an incredible foundation on 
which to build this relationship. Do 
yourself a favor: If you are going to 
risk it and tell her how you feel...for 
heaven's sake, don't be a pussywillow. 
Be confident and bold. There is noth- 
ing worse than a guy making a gutsy 
statement and then proceeding with the 
confidence of a chicken walking 
through the Colonel's kitchen. Choose 
wisely, my love, and let me know how 
it turns out! :) 


Q: There's a guy at my high school 
that I’m into, and we get along great. 
I can tell that there's definitely some 
chemistry there. There's one problem: 
Pm only 4-foot-11, and he's about 
6-feet-tall. The height difference is 
really awkward. I have strong feelings 


for him, and I really need advice. 


Should 1 let this get in the way of what 
might be a great relationship? — V.G., 
Kentucky 

A: Short people got no reason to say 
"no" to a 6-foot-tall, nice, handsome 
guy! Go for it and just think of all the 
fun you can have on the dance floor... 
it’s all at eye level! :) On a personal 
note..] am 5-feet-tall and I love tall 
men...the taller the better! 


Love & Kisses, 


CY 
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BREAKING 
GLASS 
AND 
WHOUPIN 
Ado 


From “Austin 3:16” to What?, 
Stone Cold Steve Austin 
continues to set the standard 
in sports-entertainment 


adrenaline. You might as well be a junkie, because 
you're hooked on it. You're hooked on standing behind 
that curtain every single night, and going out there and busting 


W: that glass hits, it’s nothing but 100-percent pure 


your ass for that crowd. 

So begins Stone Cold Steve Austin’s Desire video. As the 
emotional sounds of Creed’s “My Sacrifice” pulsate, footage 
of the Texas Rattlesnake’s finest moments play out in a three- 
minute tribute to a sports-entertainment icon. Stone Cold’s 
voice tells the story of a legendary career. 


At the sound of breaking glass, an arena is on its feet in 
excitement and anticipation as Stone Cold Steve Austin comes 
to the ring to stomp a mudhole in some luckless opponent. 
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To me, the whole business is, 'F you, let’s have a good 
time.’ There's beer drinking, there's middle fingers, there's hell 
raisin’. If Stone Cold Steve Austin’s at work, it's going to be 
a good day. 

Watching the video, it's apparent that Stone Cold lives for 
the business. But some fans may forget that it was less than 
three years ago that the Rattlesnake had spinal surgery that 








че 


Whether he’s taking оп the Undisputed Champ, the Phat Мап or 
“The Man” himself, Stone Cold Steve Austin lets nothing and 
no one stop him from kicking ass and taking names. 





could have ended his legendary career in its prime. 

Those who counted him out then clearly underestimated 
his heart and will. Since returning in September 2000, Austin 
has been better than ever, as he has battled back to the pinnacle 
of the business he loves. 


After the announcement that Stone Cold would 
return following neck-fusion surgery, questions ran rampant 
among fans. Could he come back? Would he be as good as 
he once was? Would his neck hold up? 

Yes, yes and yes. 

“Stone Cold Steve Austin is a survivor,” the Rattlesnake 
tells RAW Magazine. “Prior to my surgery, I really didn’t know 
what bad shape my neck was in. But I got through it. My 
surgery was successful; I had a hell of a doctor [in Dr. Lloyd 
Youngblood], and everything is healed up. When I came back, 
I just looked to keep turning the intensity up and remain a 
force here, because there was a time when I didn’t think I 
would be back.” 

When Stone Cold left to have his spinal surgery in 
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November 1999, he was as hot as ever, but his hand had atro- 
phied, his reflexes were giving him problems, and his spinal 
cord had bone spurs surrounding it. His doctors insisted that 
he have surgery before things got worse. 

“Tt was the . Austin said. "You're sitting in a rocket 
ride, on top of the world in the Federation, addicted to being 
on the road in front of people, and all of a sudden you're forced 





to stay home.” 

Austin stayed there for 10 long months, often embarking 
on long car rides with his then-fiancée, Debra. “We used to go 
riding, just so Га feel like I was going to the next town,” he said. 
"Not being on the road was real hard for me.” 


Finally, after career-threatening surgery, after months of 


grueling rehabilitation and longing to return to the spotlight, 
Austin returned at Unforgiven in September 2000, and stole 
the show before a sold-out crowd at Philadelphia's First Union 
Center. A month later, at No Mercy, he wrestled his first match 
in nearly a year. 

But even after his incredible return and a series of intense 
matches with Rikishi and Triple H that autumn, he says that 
he still wasn't where he wanted to be physically. 

“I didn't look anything like how I wanted to look,” Austin 
says. “Гуе never been a bodybuilder, or had the greatest 
genetics in the world. I like to eat food and drink beer. And 
of course, during my rehabilitation process, I wasn't able to 
work out as much as I wanted to, so I looked a little soft 
[when I came back]. 

"I couldn't really physically train while I was hurt. I just 
kind of came back, and we put the puzzle together—my bones 
were fusing up in my neck from taking bumps, when actually 
I shouldn't have been taking bumps yet." 

Knowing that upon his return he would be limited physi- 
cally, Austin thought back to a piece of advice given to him 
more than a decade ago, when he was a rookie with the 
Tennessee-based United States Wrestling Association. 

"Once, a long time ago when I stunk out the joint in a small 
town in Tennessee, ‘Dirty’ Dutch Mantel pulled me aside,” 
Austin says. “He goes, ‘See that chair right there?’ I said, 
"Yeah." He goes, ‘Go get in that chair and watch every single 
match on the card, because it's the only way you're going to 
learn in this business.’ That was probably the best advice I 
ever got, simply grabbing a chair and watching every match to 
learn how, why and what guys were doing, and the reasons 
behind everything, learning the psychology.” 

Now, Austin says he thinks ring psychology is the most 
important aspect of the business. 

“These days, so many things are done without a reason, and 
no one really sells anything anymore.” he says. “Psychology is 
important, because I’m not going to out-highspot anybody in 
the business. At the stage I’m at in this game, my psychology 
needs to be strong for me to stand out. My execution and my 
delivery is as good as it always was, but my psychology has 








to continue to improve.” 

Stone Cold says he considers Jake “the Snake” Roberts to 
be the best ring psychologist he has ever seen. “Jake was a 
guy who didn’t necessarily do a lot of highspots or running 
around and hitting the ropes. But everything he did, you 
watched. It had a reason.” 

Austin admits that after his return, some of his first few 
matches were a bit lacking—at least by his own standards. 


THE BOTTOM LINE 


RAW Magazine asked top Superstars for their opinion 


of Stone Cold Steve Austin. What? Stone Cold Steve 
Austin. What? The Texas Rattlesnake. What? The bald 
guy with the goatee. What? Here’s what they had 
to say. 


CHRIS BENOIT 


| spent about nine months in WCW in 1993, 

and | remember watching him tag team with 

Brian Pillman as the Hollywood Blonds. | was 

a big fan of their work as a team. | watched 

Stone Cold leave there unhappy, come here and 

make a real star of himself. | hadn't seen him 

for a lot of years since then, and he’s since 

turned into a total locker-room leader. I'll go 

to him for advice and ask him about différent 

things. He’s a leader. He earns your respect; 

he doesn’t demand it. Some guys walk around 

with a little bit of an attitude, a chip on their 

shoulder, and think that they are owed respect. 
Well, Austin earns your respect. He's truly—as the wrestlers would say— 
one of the boys. He's very approachable; you can talk to him about any- 
thing. Even if you're in the opening match on the card and he's in the main 
event, he'll take the time to talk to you. 


SHAWN MICHAELS 


For me, the first and best impression | have 
of Steve is when he first arrived here. He came 
in as "The Ringmaster" and as a heel. To me, 
that's the first, biggest, brightest and best 
impression he made on me—how good of a 
heel he was. | understand how his character 
is now, and certainly from a business stand- 
point, that's much more important. For me, 
what | enjoyed most was the wrestling heel 
that Steve Austin was when he first came in, 
and what he was prior to his arrival here, 
simply because that's a lost art now. | think it 
says a lot for him to come from that traditional 

wrestling style and be good at it, but still be cool with going to a gimmick 
that might not display his best skills. And he made the most of that. He just 
came out punching, kicking and cursing, doing all that stuff. There's a lot 
more to Steve Austin as a wrestler than that, but he was smart enough to 
recognize that that's what people wanted, so that's what he went with. 
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ı With his edgy attitude and ab 
i Rattlesnake, Austin has won the hearts of the fans. Heel or babyface, it doesn't 
matter, the cheers are always the same. 


He says that he knew he was back to 100 percent after his 
Two-Out-of-Three Falls match with Triple H at No Way Out 
2001. Although Austin lost the match to “The Game,” the two 
Superstars waged a 45-minute classic, with the fans on the 
edge of their seats for every pulse-pounding minute. In fact, 
the bout was voted the 2001 Match of the Year in a poll at 
W..com. 

“T thought it was a hell of a cap to the feud with Austin 
and I,” Triple H said. “When you're in the ring working with 
someone like Steve Austin, and people are into it and you've 
got something good behind it, it's the best feeling in the 
world.” 

So now Austin was back, but there was still one more goal 
before his comeback was complete. The Rattlesnake likes to 
say that if you’re not in this business to be the W Champion, 
“Then you ain’t got no business being here.” And Stone Cold 
was about to challenge for that title on the grandest stage in 
sports-entertainment. 

April 1, 2001, was a huge day for him. In his home state 
of Texas, Austin took on The Rock for the Federation Cham- 
pionship in the main event of WrestleMania X-Seven. And with 
67,925 of his fellow Texans watching, he pinned The Rock 
in a classic matchup to regain the title. His comeback had 








E a CE 


culminated with the thing he wanted most in the world. 


“I grew up 100 miles south of Houston. I went to rodeos, 
football games and baseball games in the Astrodome. So to 
go back and be a performer in that arena, and to win the title 
there, was a blast to me;" says Austin. 

But April 1, 2001, was a big event for Austin for another 
reason as well. After four years of being the top babyface in 
all of sports-entertainment, Stone Cold Steve Austin was about 
to shock the world. 


It was all Austin’s idea. 


^| figured I had reached a peak as a babyface, and I 
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wanted to do a direction change,” he says. “You gotta push the 
envelope in a few different directions.” 

At WrestleMania X-Seven and the ensuing Raw and Smack- 
Down!, Austin did everything he could to convince fans he 
was now a heel. At WrestleMania, he joined forces with the 
evil Mr. McMahon. The following night on Raw, he teamed 
with the sick and twisted Triple Н to form the “Two-Man Power 
Trip.” That Thursday on SmackDown!, he bloodied his best 
friend, Jim Ross, in J.R.’s home state of Oklahoma. And the 
following Monday on Raw, Austin and Triple H demolished 
the ultra-popular Hardy Boyz and Lita. 

But still, the fans didn't buy Austin as a villain. They wanted 
to cheer for the Texas Rattlesnake. 

"We tried to do a traditional heel turn, but I’m not a tradi- 
tional performer,’ Austin says. “The character that I’ve created, 
or have evolved into, and the person that I am doesn’t do 
anything traditionally. 

“I was trying like hell to get people to hate me, and what- 
ever I was trying, that's the stuff I did as a babyface—violence 
and stuff like that. So [the fans] were used to seeing me do 
that. At a certain point, I said, ‘Man, I’m beating a dead horse 
here.’ It was frustrating to go out there and try to be hated 
and only get a modicum of hatred. 

“When I first started getting hot back in 1996 and 1997, I 
was a heel. I didn’t turn babyface in the traditional sense. I just 
fell into being a babyface by breaking all the rules, being anti- 
authority, just rough around the edges, foul-mouthed, middle 
fingers, aggressive attitude and behavior, and violence all 
rolled up into a hell of a package. I changed the way babyfaces 
and heels were viewed. So a traditional heel turn for Stone 
Cold just wasn’t going to work.” 





Even though keeping Austin as a heel proved damn-near 
impossible—he would officially become a babyface on the 
Raw after Survivor Series 2001—the Rattlesnake says he 
wouldn’t have changed a thing about his heel turn. 

“It was the right thing to do at the time,” he says. 
"If I hadn't done the heel turn, a year would have passed and 
I'd be doing the same thing I was doing. It pushed me a bit 
in a different direction. 

"I don't think ГЇЇ ever try to be a heel again. I ain't gonna 
say never, because in this business, you can never say never, 
but I don't see it in the near future. I’m probably going to 
finish up my career as a babyface.” 

One of the reasons it was so hard to keep Austin as a heel 
was a simple four-letter word. And while four-letter words are 
nothing new for Austin, this one would outshine all the rest. 


In the weeks leading up to SummerSlam 2001 and his 
Championship match against Kurt Angle, Stone Cold had 
been recovering from three broken bones in his lower back. 
As a result, he decided to add himself to some live events 
leading up to the pay-per-view to fine-tune himself a bit. 








One such event was in Rockford, Illinois, on August 12— 
one week before SummerSlam. 

As Austin was driving to the show, he took out his cell 
phone and decided to call Christian, one of his good friends 
in the locker room. When the Rattlesnake called, Christian 
was working out in a gym in Chicago, and because the gym 
was in the building's basement, Christian’s phone couldn't get 
reception. Instead, Austin's call went straight to voicemail. 

“He must have left a 15- or 20-minute message on my 


UNDERTAKER 


l'Il tell you what—Stone Cold's a different 
kind of cat. Stone Cold and | come from pretty 
much the same era. We have quite a few of the 
same views on the business and what we like 
to present. As far as in-ring, he's tenacious. 

His tank never runs out; he is full of energy the 
whole time. For me, | always get up a little 
extra when | work with Stone Cold. | don't 
know if it's the same-state rivalry that we 
have, or just a couple of good-ol' rednecks 
locking horns. He brings out the best in me. | 
know whenever I'm in the ring with him, it's 
going to be a true battle. He's actually been a motivator for me, and myself 
for him, because | think we both went through two really serious injuries. | 
went out a little before he did, and we kept in contact with each other, and 
talked about how we felt and what we were doing. 
| think a day will come when we lock horns again, and the time might 
even come when we're on the same side 
again. Either way, I’m looking forward to it. 
| hope he stays around a little longer, keeps 
me motivated, and I'll do the same for him. 
One of these days, we'll lock horns and see 
who the toughest Texan really is. 


TRIPLE H 


I've had some of the greatest matches of 
my career with Stone Cold Steve Austin. | used 
to call Steve the “Overlord,” because he would 
go out there some nights and people were just 
so unbelievably into him. It was crazy. When | 

was a heel and would stand across the ring from him, it was just so easy, 
because all | had to do was hit him, and they'd get so pissed. Steve has an 
unbelievable amount of passion for this business, and it shows in every- 
thing he does. | think fans see that, and that's why he's in the position that 
he's in. That's why he's as over as he is, and probably always will be. 


JIM “J.R.” ROSS 


He led this company to prominence, and his 
run is certainly a long way from being through. 
He's the greatest box-office attraction that I’ve 
ever been associated with in my almost 30 
years in the business. That covers a lot of 
ground, unique stars and eras in this business. 
But he’s simply the best. Maybe someday, 
somebody will break those records—if he 
doesn’t break them himself. 
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phone,” Christian smiles. “I think he was passing a rest area, | 


and he said, ‘I’m passing a rest area right now. Why does it 
gotta be called a rest area? Why can’t it just...be? What? 
What?’ And then after that, everything he started asking 
was, 'What?'" 

Saying What? became an inside joke between the two in 
the days following. And before long, Austin started saying it 
on television as well. 

“When I started doing it as a heel, I was doing it to be a 





The birth of the catch phrase What? caught everyone, including 
Austin by surprise...but the fans still love it. 





jackass,” Austin says. “It was just something smart-alecky to 
say to someone while you’re berating and bullying them on 
a promo.” 

Adds Christian: “When I saw it on TV, I just said, ‘I can’t 
believe he’s doing it.’ Sure enough, he was. And the rest is 
history.” 

It didn’t take long for fans to jump on the What? band- 
wagon. Soon, Austin couldn’t make it through a sentence with- 
arenas chant the infamous word at him. 
phrase gained such popularity that fans 
began chanting it at other Superstars as well. 

“I think that’s funny,” Austin says. “I’ve seen guys go out 


out having sold-ou 
In fact, the catch 


there and get flustered when the people start yelling it at 
them. They lose their rhythm. 

“I have a lot of keys to solving that,” the Rattlesnake 
smiles, “but I keep those to myself.” 

Austin says he doesn’t know how long the What? catch 


phrase will remain 





popular—mostly because he says he never 
expected it to become so popular in the first place. 
“I watch every time I do a damn promo, see the signs and 
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posters in the crowds, and I wonder how long it’s going to 
last.” Austin says. “Believe me, I’ve got a bunch of 
do afterwards, but I'm waiting to see how long this thing 
lasts because I don’t want to kill it off just yet. 

“You never know what's going to catch on in this business. 
I damn sure didn’t think one word would. It’s sometimes 
things that are out of the blue that catch on, just like ‘Austin 
3:16.’ That was never intended to catch on like it did, but it 
happened. 

“I just started saying What? for the hell of it, to be a jack- 
ass when I was a heel. I never thought there would be a T-shirt, 
a foam and everything else with What? on it.” 


STONE COLD LEGACY: Is Stone Cold Steve Austin the greatest of 
all time? Let’s look at the facts: 

As of press time, Austin is one of only three men to hold 
the Heavyweight Championship on six separate occasions. 
He has headlined three WrestleManias, winning all three. 
He has become an international icon, catapulting the sports- 
entertainment industry into the new millennium, and many 
say that he is the forefather of the era of “Attitude.” And he 
has done all this after battling back from a broken neck that 
nearly ended his career. 

So when the book is written on Stone Cold, how does the 
Texas Rattlesnake want to be remembered? 

“Just as a guy that entertained the hell out of the fans,” he 
smiles. “I had some good matches, some bad matches, some 
memorable interviews, ones that were complete . busted 
my ass, tried hard, drank a lot of beer and just had a lot of 
fun. Hopefully people will look back at Stone Cold Steve 
Austin one day and say they had a lot of fun watching me. 
And that’s what we're about, entertaining the fans, making 
them enjoy our product and forgetting their problems.” 

Austin believes that his legacy will not only be written in 
front of the cameras, but also behind the scenes. Since 
becoming one of the top guys in the W, Stone Cold has 
made sure to be a good locker-room leader, sending a positive 
message to his fellow Superstars. 





"To me, when you're a leader, you lead by example, not just 
by flapping your gums. You do what's right and what's good 
for business, doing what's smart, maintaining yourself and the 
business, keeping it at the level that it’s supposed to be at” 
he says. “I’m not a cheerleader; I don't go out there and preach 
such things, I just go out there and do what I do. The way I 
was brought up in this business is to respect the people that 
paved the way and respect the business, because it's going to 
provide the future for you, and it's going to provide for the 
guys that come in behind you. 

“I always get a kick out of some of these guys who get a 
little success and then get a big head. I always keep every- 
thing in perspective, because I know what it's like to have 
everything yanked out from under you.” 

So how much longer can fans expect to see Stone Cold 











For more information on Stone Cold Steve Austin, visit StoneCold.com 


march to the ring, climb to the second rope, and raise his fists 
to a sea of flash bulbs and cheers? 

“As long as my body keeps holding up, I wanna stay 
around,” Austin says. “By the same token, if I don’t feel like 
I'm able to get the job done as well as I’m capable of, I don't 
want to be second-best. I don’t want to be considered ordinary 
or run-of-the-mill. I’ve already had my run; if I’m starting to 
feel like that inside, then it’s time for me to leave. 

“The bottom line is: Doing what I’m doing now, I’m able 
to be Stone Cold Steve Austin, and that’s what I do best. I’m 
not trying to be the best good guy, I’m not trying to be the 
best bad guy. At this stage, I’m trying to be the best Stone 
Cold Steve Austin I can be." 

Whatever the roadblocks in front of him, it's clear that 
there's no hill too tall for Stone Cold Steve Austin to climb. 
And that's the bottom line, because Stone Cold said so. 

To me, every single bump, bruise, stitch, cut—everything 
is worth it, says Stone Cold as the Desire video draws to a 
close. The sacrifices, as you call 'em—I wouldn't give none 
of 'em back to you, because I loved them all. W 


KURT ANGLE 


There’s nobody in this business better at 
improvising than Steve. There are different 
kinds of artists. There are some that like to 
prepare for a painting; they have stages— 
doing an outline, filling it, adding things to it, 
and it’s almost like each day they add some- 
thing to it. Steve just likes to throw it on the 
wall. Steve likes to improvise. Steve's style, his 
art is instinct, which is almost impossible to 
teach. He’s probably one of the most talented 
guys as far as having instinct and knowing the 
right things to do at the right time and place, 
maybe even more than Triple H—which is a 
tough thing to say, because when you talk 


about Triple Н, you're talking about the best in the business. 

In my mind there are two people that have brought wrestling to this 
level, and that's [Hollywood] Hulk Hogan and Stone Cold Steve Austin. 
When | categorize guys, | put Hogan and Stone Cold at the very top. 


| consider Steve top two. That's something he might forever be able 
to claim. | have a lot of respect for him as a wrestler. 

When | needed to step it up a level, Steve was very unselfish. He 
allowed me to bring my wrestling to another 
level, to where people started to compare me 
to him, being able to go toe-to-toe with Steve 
Austin. | wasn’t sure if winning the title from 
him was going to be possible in my career 
here, but it happened, and it happened a lot 
quicker than | thought. If every guy in this 
business were like Stone Cold Steve Austin, 
the business would be that much more 
successful. 


He's my husband. And he’s definitely an icon 
in the sports-entertainment industry, and | really 
respect that. | love him more than anything. 
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by Seth Mates 


Caged Rhyne 


The hardest part of Rhyno’s rehab is being away from all the action 


ost people would do anything 

for a year away from their job, 

an opportunity to sit back, relax 
and take a breather from work. What 
would you do with a year off? Travel? 
Renovate the house? Spend time with 
the family? Sleep in? 

Most people would say that such a 
life is paradise. Most people, however, 
aren't Rhyno. 

“I want to go back to work so badly,” 
said Rhyno. “I’m going crazy sitting at 
home. I’m bored. I just want to get back 
in that ring, get back on the road, get 
back in the swing of things." 

Of course Rhyno's vacation isn't a 
typical one. He has been out of action 
since last fall, recuperating from spinal 
surgery. His problems began toward the 
end of last summer, when he felt some 
pain in his left triceps muscle. Initially, 
he simply ignored it; at the time, he was 
involved in high-profile storylines with 
The Rock and Chris Jericho. He was 
determined that nothing would take him 
out of the spotlight he had worked so 
hard for. 

The pain persisted and, finally, on 
Thursday, October 18, he went to see his 
doctor, who prescribed some painkillers. 
But the medication didn't help. and his 
triceps problems persisted. That Monday, 
he lost the WCW U.S. Championship 
to Kurt Angle on Raw, and the next day, 
he went in for an MRI. The test revealed 
herniated discs in his C-6 and C-7 verte- д 
brae. That night, at the SmackDown! i К - 4 


taping in Omaha, Nebraska, he was ES eee 
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Rhyno's hard-hitting, physical style makes him one of the most exciting and intense 
Superstars on the \ roster, but also places his body at extreme risk. Now out of action 
for nearly a year, the “Man-Beast” is raring to get back in the ring. 





"indefinitely suspended,” and walked off 


W television. 

Knowing the severity of the injury, 
Rhyno spoke with several Superstars 
who have battled similar injuries, asking 


what would be his best option. One of 


the men he consulted was Stone Cold 
Steve Austin. 


"I talked to Rhyno about my come- 
back,” Austin said, “and I pointed him in 
the right direction for a hell of a doctor." 

Stone Cold referred him to Dr. Lloyd 
Youngblood, who has also performed 
spinal surgeries on Chris Benoit and 
Lita. Rhyno went under the knife on 
November 2, to have a bone removed 
from his hip and fused in his neck. The 


procedure would require a full year of 


recovery time. 

"When you're on the road with the 
. everything seems to fall into place, 
the money is good—it's so much fun. 


W 
Then, everything came to a screeching 
halt,” Rhyno said. “When they told me 
I would be missing a year, they might 
as well have told the Pope to give up 
religion.” 

Rhyno’s closest friends in the locker 
room say that the decision to have surgery 
was a difficult one for the him to make. 





“I think it was hard for him in the 
sense that he's never been in the position 
of being vulnerable like that before.” 
said Christian, who has known Rhyno 
for a decade. “He thought, ‘My God, this 
is a career-threatening injury; what am I 
going to do?' Following the initial shock, 
he realized that after he had the surg 
it would be a better situation for him. 

"I don't think he had a choice, though. 
He just basically had to do it. It was hard 
for him—he had just bought a house, 
and he was gaining a lot of momentum, 
having great matches at the time it hap- 
pened. And there's always that question: 
Am I gonna be able to do what I did 
before? 

"I think he realizes that this is going 
to extend his career. If he didn't get his 
neck operated on at the time he did, it 
would have taken years off [his career]. 








Y, 


Now, he’s going to come back stronger 
and better.” 

Adds Edge, another of Rhyno’s long- 
time friends: “I don’t think he had a 
choice. When you start losing feeling in 
your arm and hand during a match, that 
makes the decision for you.” 

After undergoing the procedure, 
Rhyno realized that what he was going 
through paralleled the stories Benoit had 
told him about his own spinal surgery. 

“I talked to Benoit about two or 
three weeks after his surgery, and he was 
getting better. At the time, I couldn't 
imagine being in the same boat he's in. 
I just thought, ‘Wow, that's gotta suck 
for him.’ I thought I understood, but 
until I went through it myself, you can't 
imagine what another person goes 
through when they're injured. You can't 
know the hell it is until you're there. 

"[Benoit] is an inspiration to me;" 
Rhyno says. “He had surgery four 
months before me, and I see the gains 
he's made. If it wasn't for him, I don't 
know what Га do.” 

Although Rhyno says his life has 


been “pretty boring” since the surgery, 
he is happy to report that he’s no longer 
in pain, and that he feels better than he 
has in a while. 

“What’s pain? Our tolerance level 
is higher than most. I’m definitely not 
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Rhyno devastates Edge with a Gore. After going to the same surgeon who repaired 
Stone Cold Steve Austin, Chris Benoit and Lita, Rhyno may come back better than ever. 





crying—except maybe to my wife,” he 
jokes. “There really isn't any pain or 
discomfort. Compared to the pain we go 
through in the ring on a regular basis, it 
was never really that painful. Pain I can 
deal with. It's the pain of having the 
time off that gets to me." 

Rhyno began lifting 
again a few months after his surgery, 


ight weights 


but became so frustrated at his limited 
training that, at one point, he gave up 
all his training cold-turkey. Realizing 
that wouldn't be beneficial in the long 
run, he again began his slow journey 





back—even working with five-pound 
weights. 

“You get really discouraged at times,” 
he says. “You do four or five reps with 
five-pound weights, and your left arm 
just dies out. You just don't feel like 
aman.” 

By WrestleMania X8, he had 
increased his lifting regimen, and con- 
centrated much of his efforts on cardio- 
vascular conditioning. In late April, he 
began more focused exercises targeting 
his injured left biceps and pectoral 
muscles. 

Rhyno expects to begin light in-ring 
training again in September, and he 
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targets November for his return to the 
squared circle. 

“Tm mentally preparing myself [to 
return in November], but I’m going to 
physically prepare myself for an earlier 
return.” he says. “Everybody at the W 
told me to take whatever time I need 
to get through this and put it behind 
me. Га rather sit out a couple of extra 
months and come back better than ever 
than come back too early and hurt 
myself, and have this be a recurring 
problem.” 

During his time away from the W 
spotlight, Rhyno has kept himself busy, 
doing work at his new home in Detroit 
and traveling frequently. “I try to keep 
busy, because otherwise I'll go insane,” 
he says. He and his wife, Mirja, took a 
vacation in Hawaii this past spring, and 
they plan to get a Winnebago and travel 
up and down the East Coast this summer. 

Surprisingly, one thing he hasn’t been 
doing on a regular basis is watching W 
programming. 

“I haven't sat through an entire pro- 
gram since I got hurt,” he admits. “I’ve 
been unable to. I found it hard to watch 
because I couldn't be a part of it. The 
first couple of months, when I realized 


I wouldn't be working, I found that to 
be harder than the surgery.” 

Although it's hard for him to watch 
the shows, Rhyno says his friends in the 
locker room—including Edge, Christian 
and Benoit—are keeping him in good 
spirits. 

“T talk to Rhyno at least a couple 
of times a month,” said Christian. 
"Especially when he first had the surgery, 
I would call him at the hospital and 
leave joke messages on his answering 
machine. Usually we call each other, and 
if we talk on the phone for a half-hour, 
about 90 seconds of that is serious; the 
rest of it is just us goofing off. The first 
call I got back from him after his neck 
surgery, he was already laughing, 
because he'd listened to my messages. 
I try to keep him in good spirits and 
laughing." 

Adds Edge, “One thing I think he 
misses more than anything is the cama- 
raderie with the guys, doing a 200-mile 
drive with guys who are like your best 
friends. There are times he will call 
and leave me ridiculous messages, like 
four a day, and I’m like, ‘Okay, he's 
bored today.’ I think he's going a little 
stir crazy. 

“T remember once, I had three weeks 
off because of a back injury, and at the 
end of the three weeks, I just had to get 
going. I had the road itch. I think that's 
what's going through his head, too." 

The *Man-Beast" says his biggest dis- 
appointment about being out of action 
was that he didn't have the opportunity 
to compete at WrestleMania X8. 

“I was kicking myself, punching my- 
self in the head, running my head into the 
wall because I wasn't actually wrestling 
on the show,” he says. “I think that's 
every wrestler's goal. But there was 
nothing I could do about it." 

Although that goal didn't come to 
pass, Rhyno says he has another one: to 
come back better than ever and recap- 
ture the spotlight he misses so badly. 

"I'm glad I can still be a part of the 
W. by doing appearances, and I’m glad 
I’m not in pain anymore,” Rhyno said. 
“But now I can see that light at the 
end of the tunnel, and I can’t wait to 
get back" BM 
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Swimsuit: Bluepoint Apparel 
813-968-3326 





Swimsuit: Ritchie Swimwear 
e 800-220-SWIM 
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A. Hollywood Hulk Hogan™ 
“Hulk Still Rules"" T-Shirt 

E He may have been gone for nine 
D years, but the fans’ love for 
I" Hollywood Hulk Hogan" is still 

3 going strong. Never forget that "Hulk Still 
E Rules!" So don't hide your Hulkamania™, 

| get out and show your support of this 

| Immortal W Icon. Yellow. 100% cotton. 

f Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#91246 — $25.00 







S 


C. Hollywood Hulk Hogan" 
"Hulkamania" is Still 
Running Wild"" T-Shirt | 
Hulkamania" may have begun nearly 
20 years ago at Madison Square Garden, 
but it’s still running wilder than ever. Be 
a part of this cultural phenomenon by 
wearing the colors of this Immortal Icon 
and showing the world that you, too, 
bleed red & yellow. Red. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#91247 | $25.00 


D. Hollywood Hulk Hogan" Sunglasses 
Hulkamania" in yellow on sides of frames. UV Protection. 
Black. Plastic frames and lenses. Comes 
with plastic carry case. 
#91251 $12.00 


E Hollywood Hulk Hogan” Bandanna 
Do you have the Hulkster” on your mind? You will 
when you wear one of these colorful 

bandannas. 100% polyester. 

21" X 21". Each $8.00 

| E. "Hulk Still Rules" 

Yellow #91248 
n $8.00 


| F. 
Т Hulkamania" 
f Red #91250 

' $8.00 


| с. 
"Hulkamania"" Tie-Dyed Tank Top 
If you want to show off your "pythons" 
at the beach or by the pool this summer, 
then this is the tank top to do it in. Red 
and yellow. 10096 cotton. 

Sizes: ML XL XXL 

#91253 


КТ! 
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Hogan" "Hulkamania 
Wristbands 

If you're planning on developing a 
python or two, then these wristbands 
are a definite must-have. Two 3" terry- 
cotton/polyester wristbands with 
embroidered Hulkamania" logo. 























" Yellow. One size fits most. 
b 491252 $7.98 


Hollywood Hulk Hogan" 


$20.00 



























Н. Stone Cold Steve Austin" 
E "What?"" Skull T-Shirt 
Do you like Stone Cold"? What?" 
Do you want this T-shirt? What?" 
Ihen buy it! What?" Black. | 
"100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL | 
#13263 $25.00 


I. Stone Cold Steve Austin" "What?"" Pendant 
Now you'll never forget the word to shout-along with the 
Rattlesnake". Silvertone pendant on a 26" L linked chain. 
#13268 — $10.00 


























J. Stone Cold Steve Austin" 
“Alcohol-Fueled” T-Shirt 

p The only energy drink for a. Texas 
Rattlesnake. Black. 10096 cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#13262 $25.00 





ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 


K K. Stone Cold 5teve Austin" 
"What?"" Video or DVD 

“What?"” has taken on a life of its own 

Б 5 псе Stone Cold" first uttered it to Vince 
McMahon". Now, recapture the legacy of 
"What?"" and watch a phenomenon 
being born. TA" 
Video Approx. 60 min. DVD Approx. 140 min: 
#13273 $14.95 #13274 $24.95 
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L. Stone Cold Steve Austin" Extreme Cap 

E Own this kick-ass two-tone cap. Red on one side 

E with "Austin" in white, and black on the other, with 
| “3:16” in red. 100% brushed cotton. 
#13256 — $19.98 


M. Stone Cold 
Steve Austin" 
Insulated Cooler 
From food to ice-cold 
ones, this cooler holds it 
all—perfect for the next time a 
Rattlesnake shows up at your BBQ. 
Cooler holds a 12-pack, with separate 
compartment on top for sandwiches/ 
snacks. Polyester with rubber straps 
and front-zipper pocket. Black. 

11" x 81/4" x ТТ", 

#13269 $19.98 M 
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N. Stone Cold 
Steve Austin™ 
“What?” 

Beach Towel 

Like the beach, son? What?" 
Want to recline on this 

great towel? What? 

| said you better damn 
well buy this towel! 
Black. Velour. 

30" x 60". 
#13272 $20.00 
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A. NEW! Kurt Angle” “You Suck” T-Shirt 
How can you boo an American Hero? 
It's easy: Buy this shirt, go to a live W event and tell 


Angle exactly how you feel about his gold medals and 
» obnoxious sense of humor. Black. 100% cotton. 
E Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#59020 $25.00 








KURT ANGLE 


B. NEW! Rob Van Dam" “Whatever” Tank Top 
The perfect hot weather match for your “Whatever” tee. 
Black. 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

597007 $20.00 


C. Undertaker” “Respected by AII"" T-Shirt 
Warning: Don't wear this T-shirt unless you're 
planning to give the Deadman” the respect 
he's due. Black. 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL D. Chris Jericho” “Larger 
#03110 $25.00 Than Life"" T-Shirt 
Бета the first-ever Undisputed Champion 
and having an ego as big as 
Manitoba, Jericho will always 
б. remain larger than life. 
Black. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 


E. NEW! Spike Dudley" "One Tough Little Bastard" T-Shirt 
Spike's taken a beating from nearly every Superstar in the W, yet he's 3 
come back for more. This shirt will remind you to always keep fighting Ё ZS 
back when life gets a bit too much. Black. 100% cotton. , 
izes: M L XL XXL ч 
$25.00 


Е. NEW! The Hurricane" 
T-shirt 
Are you ready to blast 
off with the W’s very 
own Superhero? Watch 
| out, there's a Hurricane 
^ coming through. Lime 
wn = тт Сгееп. 100% соїїоп. 
С. Edge" "Edgehead"" T-Shirt Sizes: M L XL XXL 
Do you claim to be a die-hard Edgehead™? #09002 $25.00 
You can if you wear this tee. Burgundy. 
10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#76015 $25.00 





Н. NEW! n.W.o.* "4 Life"" T-Shirt 
The bad boys are back, and they're making life a living hell for everyone in the 
ring. Don't get on their bad side. Wear this shirt and maybe—just maybe— 


you'll be safe. Black. 10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#80001 $25.00 
1. n.W.o.* T-Shirt 
They're back! And they're conjuring 
up fear and destruction wherever 
they go—so, don't get in their way! 
Black. 10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#00525 $25.00 


ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 
















KA The Rock” “Just | 
ing It"" American Flag R K 
Cut-off Tank Top 
A tank-top version of The 


People's Champion's" 
pular red, white & 


ust Bring IC 7 Black. 
(100% cotton. 
pSizes: M L XL XXL 
EM . #35274 520.00 


— C. NEW! The Rock” Basketball Shorts B. NEW! The Rock” Cut-Off Basketball Jersey 





1 Shoot the hoops or shoot the breeze in these Love hoops? Love The Rock? Now all you millions...and 
comfortable easy-wear shorts. Black with screen- millions out there can have it both ways in this perfect jersey. 


printed logo. 10" inseam. 100% nylon mesh. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#35275 5325.00 


White and black with геа trim. 100% nylon. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
535272 545.00 






























D. The Rock" Sunglasses 
Red bull logo on lens. Goldtone metal frame. 
UV protection. Plastic lenses. Plastic carry case. 
#35026 $12.00 





E. The Rock" "Get Ready" T-Shirt 
Are you ready for the People's Champion"? 
Black. 10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#35272 $25.00 


F. NEW! The Rock" 
Beach Towel 

Goin' to the beach? 

On a picnic? It doesn't 

matter where you're 

goin'! The Rock" says, 

"Just take this towel 

with you." Blue. 

Velour. 30" x 60". 

335276 $20.00 


IT'S TRUE | С. Kane" Mask 


KURT ANGLE 


Feel what it’s like behind 
his mask. Plastic. 
#44013 $8.00 


H. Kurt Angle” 
Baseball Cap 

With this stylish new cap you'll 
never forget the words to Kurt 
Angle's" theme music. Weathered 
navy blue with embroidered 
design. 100% washed cotton 
twill. Unstructured. 

#59019 $19.98 


|. Undertaker” “Respected 
by AII"" Baseball Cap 
Embroidered design. Front: 
Undertaker* demon logo; back: 
"Respected by all. Deadman 
Inc.™” Black. 10096 brushed 
cotton. Structured. 

#03115 — $19.98 


J. Hardy Boyz” 

Ball Chain Pendant 
Go to the eXtreme in this 
pendant. Silvertone. 20" 
choker-length chain. 
#75016 $10.00 


K. The Rock™ Stuffed Bull 
This little Brahma Bull can keep 
you company wherever you go. 
Royal blue plush and wearing his 
own T-shirt. 10" Н. 

#35243 515.00 


L Triple Н” “Cross Logo” 
Wristbands 

Two 3" terry cotton/polyester 
wristbands with silvery-metallic 
Triple Н” logo embroidered. 
One size fits most. 

331044 — $10.00 


M. Rob Van Dam" 

Dragon Pendant 

The fighting spirit of the dragon 
is harnessed in this silvertone 
pendant. The center yin-yang 
motif helps the warrior achieve 
balance. 26" L rope. 

#97003 510.00 


N. Stone Cold 

Steve Austin" Bear 

He's got more attitude than 
the average bear. Dressed in 
a miniature Stone Cold" cap 
and faux leather vest. 10" Н. 
#13250 — $15.00 





ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 






















LA. \ Divas Tropical Pleasure 
| Video or DVD 
Go behind the scenes of the 
Divas 2002 Magazine photo 
| shoot and meet our gorgeous 
| ladies up close for a revealing 
апа intimate look. 
| Video Approx. 60 min. 
| 400503 514.95 

DVD Approx. 135 min. 
1#00504 524.95 












B. W. Diva 
Talent Scout T-Shirt 
Do you love animals? 
Then certainly you're. 
a fan of the W Divas 
and their pretty puppies. 
Now, it's time to be 
officially recognized for 
your efforts with our 
ы Diva Talent Scout tee. 
Black. 100% cotton. 
Sy Sizes: M L XL XXL 
| 488037 525.00 


a 
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W. Divas Posters 
Meet some of the most beautiful women in the world. 
24" x 36", Each $10.00 








D. Torrie Wilson” 
#88024 $10.00 
E. Stacy Keibler™ 
#88023 $10.00 





C. Stone Cold Steve … 
Austin" “Stone Cold" 
Baby Tee "T 
What all the best-dressed 

| female rattlesnakes wear. 

. Black with glitter design. 

| 100% cotton. Sizes: M L XL 
#13265 $25.00 
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H. Trish Stratus" 
“100% Stratusfaction Guaranteed" T-Shirt 
Since coming to the W, Trish Stratus" has promised 
fans one thing—and now she's putting it in writing. 
Black. 10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#88040 | $25.00 


F. Trish Stratus" 
#88022 $10.00 
G. Lita” 

#88021 $10.00 


ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 


I. W Divas Mousepad 
G Finally something that just might make number-crunching 
fun. Featuring Trish Stratus", Stacy Keibler“, Torrie Wilson" 
and Lita”. Heavy-duty rubber. 8" L x 91/2" W x 1/8" D, 
#88025 $10.00 





Lita” Graffiti- 
tyle Illustrated 
T-Shirt 

ot just for grrris 
anymore! Guys, you've 
asked for Lita" and here 
she is on a unisex tee! 
Black. 10096 cotton. 

f Sizes: M L XL XXL 

| #88026 525.00 





























A. W Raw” T-Shirt 
» Ric Flair's taken over Raw”, and it's 
never been hotter. This ^ Red"- hot : 
D T-shirt is just the ticket for you put a —— 
| to spice up your Monday AF: 
j nights—or any other night CW Na 
| of the week. 100% cotton. DOW MN 
M Sizes: M L XL XXL on 1% 
#00510 $25.00 


B. W SmackDown!” T-Shirt 
Are you true blue? Is your favorite night of the 
week Thursday? Well if so, we've got the right 
shirt for you. Go ahead, put a little Smackdown! 
into your wardrobe, Royal Blue. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#00509 $25.00 


ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED. 





с. W n.W.o.* Back in Black" 
Video or DVD 

Hollywood Hulk Hogan", Scott Hall" and 
Kevin Nash" entered the Federation as 
"poison," hellbent on destruction. 

And they lived up to their goal by 
putting the hurt on Stone Cold 

Steve Austin" and The Rock®. 

Video Approx. 84 min. 

#80002 $14.95 

DVD Approx. 177 min. 

#80003 $24.95 


D. The Rock”: Just Bring It" 
Video or DVD 

Go on the road with The Rock®, 
and get insights into what makes 
him the most electrifying man 

in sports-entertainment...if you 
smell what The Rock" is cookin’.” 
Video Approx. 75 min. 

#35264 $14.95 

DVD Approx. 3 hrs. 

#35265 $24.95 





E. Undertaker’: This Is 
My Yard™ Video or DVD 
The history of the Decade of 
Destruction as told by the 
Deadman" himself. You don't 
want to go and disrespect 
him, do you? 

Video Approx. 75 min. 
#03112 $14.95 








DVD Approx. 3 hrs. 
АЁ #03113  $24.95 


G 


ses rens F. Before They G. 
à RE. Were W Superstars 
Video or DVD 

You know who they are 
inside the ring, now get 
to know who they were runs Wild once again. 
before they were famous. Video Approx. 4 hrs. 
Video Approx. 71 min. #00516 — $19.95 
#00488 $14.95 DVD  2-DVD set. 
DVD Approx. 2.5 hrs. Approx. 7 hrs. 

| #00489 $24.95 #00523 $29.95 













W WrestleMania* X8 * 
Video or DVD ICON À 
The Rock® vs. Hollywood Hulk Hogan"... pois м 
this WrestleMania? һай it all. Relive all МУ 

the classic moments as Hulkamania™ 
















H. W. “Get The ‘F’ Out” Cap 
When they see you comin’ down 

the street wearing this, everyone 

will know to get the "F" out of 

your way. Embroidered design. 

Black. 100% brushed cotton. 

#00524 $19.98 


1. W Logo Sunglasses Case 
Clip this case onto your belt or bag 
and you won't ever forget where you 
left your sunglasses again. With zipper 
and belt clip. Screen-printed logo. 
Soft neoprene case, 61/2" x 3". 

#00512 $9.98 

Sunglasses not included, 

J. W "Get the E Out" 
T-Shirt 

The perfect gift for all those people 
you wanted to tell exactly how you 
feel. Black. 10096 cotton. 

Sizes: L XL XXL 

#00517 525.00 


K. W Logo Baby Tee 
Comfortable baby tee highlights two 

of your best assets—your good taste 
and your love for the W (what did you 
think we were talking about?). Red with 
black cap sleeves and notch neckline. 
100% cotton. Silver glitter logo. 

Sizes: M L XL 

#00514 $20.00 


L. J.R.'s Slobber-Knocker" 
BBQ Sauce 

Use it on everything—ribs, chicken, 
steak, veggies. It's slobberknockin’ 
good. Spice level: Regular. 

Each, 19.5 oz. net wt. 

#00348 $9.95 


eege M. W. "Psych Ward" T-Shirt 
PS YCH WARD Are you a W addict? Is your family 
OUT-PATIENT FACILITY ready to have you committed for your 
fixation? Are you feeling “The Worm”? 
Well, it’s time to warn the whole world 
about your compulsion. Black. 100% 
cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#00511 $25.00 


N. W Logo Men’s Fashion Ribbed 
Crewneck Short-Sleeve Shirt 

With embroidered W. scratch logo 

on left chest. Ribbed. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

Grey #00429 

Black #00426 

Each $25.00 


o. W. Logo Beach Bag 

This shoulder tote bag is perfect for 
carrying all your necessities. It's 
waterproof, so you can take it from the 
beach to the arena without worrying 
about mishaps. Pocket in front. 27" 
handles. Nylon. 10?/2" x 103/s" x 11". 
#00518 $14.98 


Contents not included. 
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A. Triple Н” 
“Pain is Temporary” T-Shirt 
Pain may be temporary, but "The Game" 
lasts forever. White. 100% cotton. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#31053 $25.00 








B. Triple Н” 

"Screw the Rules” T-Shirt 
Nothing and no one stops 
Triple H". Follow his lead, 
screw the rules. Black. 100% 
cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#31050 $25.00 


c. Triple H^ "Cross Logo" 
Ribbed Tank Top = E 
Comfortable summer-weight tank RR \ PLAY THE GAME 
is perfect for getting in the game. М [ 
Available in White or Black (not shown). 
10096 cotton. Sizes: M L XL XXL 

White #31052 

Black: #31049 

Each $20.00 
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D. Triple H" "Cross Logo” 
Mesh Shorts 
Workout like "The Game"" with these 
Tem shorts. 8" inseam. With screened 

: Triple Н“ cross logo. 
Black. 100% nylon mesh. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#31054  $25.00 


ITEMS MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS DEPICTED, 














E. Triple Н” Workout Pants / 
Perfect for the man who wants 2 
to play "The Game™.” Black | 
with grey stripe and screen- 1 
printed logo. Drawstring 4 
closure. 100% cotton. | 
Sizes: M L ХІ ХХІ | 
#31047 $35.00 © 






WWW.WWeshopzone.com 











SEE THE EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE KING OF THE RING WINNER 
"LOG" ONTO WWW.KINGOFTHERING.COM 
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“The King” Lays Down the Law 








ut in bookstc 






After all, L 


year, ft 











RAW M 


topics, and as alv 














vays, "the King 


his return here last November, Jerry “the King" Lawler has been bringing st 
f W programming. By the time November rolls around this year, Lawle 
:s everywhere, and for anyone 


joing to be a juicier read than any Jackie Collins novel 


es to the faces 











s autobiography 
who knows anything about "the King," you 





een more than his share of drama in his 30+ years in the business. Last 
example, "the King" took a nine-month hiatus afte 
s now-estranged wife, Stacy "The Kat" Carter. 
azine recently interviewed Lawler prior to a Raw taping. He discussed a wealth of 
was honest, straightforward, blunt and downright hysterical 





jalking out of the company in support 





RAW Magazine: What can fans expect 
from your autobiography? 

Jerry Lawler: I’ve been around a long 
time in this crazy business. I think they'll 
get a chance to see some of my unique 
insights. There are a lot of W fans out 
there who may not be familiar with what 
the wrestling business was like before 
it was the worldwide industry it is now. 
І talk about what it was like when I broke 
in, that sort of thing. And of course, the 
transition from the business being terri- 
torialized to being global. ГІ try to give 
them some insight into that. 

I think one interesting thing they'll 
find out is that I never drank alcohol 
not even a sip of beer—in my entire life. 
Never smoked. Never had a cigarette— 
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not in my hand, much less my mouth. 
Never done any kind of drugs. So that 
pretty much leaves only one vice: sex. 
So, fans are going to find out that I 
made up for all those other things with 
a lot of—oh, gosh—a lot of contact with 
women. And there's going to be some 
interesting stories there. 


RAW: Wrestlers are known to down a 


few drinks from time to time. Did your 


attitude toward drinking ever cause 
problems with your fitting in with the 
other wrestlers? 

Lawler: Yeah, it actually has. A lot of 
times after the show, the guys will go 
and hang out at the local bar. I just don’t 
do that, because I pretty much feel out 








H 
$ 
H 
H 








of place there as well as the club scene, 
since I don’t drink, smoke or dance. So 
I really am out of place. 

I probably missed out on a lot of situ- 
ations where I could enjoy the cama- 
raderie of the guys. But then over the 
years, I’ve also missed out on being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. I’ve seen 
any number of times when bad situations 
have arisen in bars because of drinking, 
and Гуе certainly been able to avoid all 
that. 


RAW: Is there any particular reason why 
you don't drink or smoke? 

Lawler: Family upbringing. Not that it 
was overly strict or anything; it was just 
never done in my house. When I was 
going to school, it wasn't really the 
accepted thing. Anyone who smoked or 
drank were like hoodlums. The cool thing 
about growing up in my neighborhood 
was that on the street where I lived, there 
were probably a dozen other young guys 
about the same age as me. We all hung 
out together, and were all into sports 
and that stuff. None of us ever got into 
[smoking or drinking]. We'd all rather 
be playing ball or something, rather than 
running around drinking and smoking. 


RAW: So you don't hang out in bars, 
drink or smoke, and yet you've been 
linked to some of the most beautiful 
women on the planet. What's your 
secret? 

Lawler: Well if I told you my secret, it 
wouldn’t be a secret anymore! (/aughs) 
I think Um definitely going to have to 
save that for the book. It’s funny, though. 
Some guy e-mailed me once and said I 
had to start giving seminars on how you 
can get a divorce and then immediately 
meet such beautiful women. 


RAW: What does Jerry Lawler look for 
in a woman? 

Lawler: First impressions are huge with 
me. I’m really a sucker for a pretty face. 
That’s the prerequisite for me. Once you 
get past that, I just look for a girl that 
might look available. (laughs) That's 
all I need. 











One King. Many crowns. World 
Wrestling Entertainment's one true 
monarch and his royal headgear. 
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“Did you say ‘puppies,’ J.R.?” You 
can just see the wheels turning for 
another classic Jerry Lawler one-liner. 





RAW: Does she have to be younger 
than 30? 
Lawler: Absolutely. Gotta be. 


RAW: So are you officially looking for 
a future Mrs. Lawler now? 

Lawler: No. Not right now. I’ve met 
several prospects, but I just don’t think 
I’m ready to jump into a real relation- 
ship right now. 


RAW: Being the “King of Memphis” 
must have its advantages when it comes 
to picking up women. 

Lawler: Well, in actuality it does and 





it doesn’t. Of course, it opens a tremen- 
dous number of doors, and everybody 
knows you. But by the same token, as 
far as being on the dating scene, some- 
times it almost works against you when 
everybody knows you. Sometimes girls 
don’t feel as comfortable approaching 
you, or as approachable as they would 
be, when everybody knows you. 


RAW: So, in fact, Jerry Lawler doesn't 
get more ass than a toilet seat in 
Memphis. 

Lawler: (laughs) He does not. And of 
course, officially, I can’t have extra- 
marital sex until after the divorce. That’s 
my story, and I’m sticking to it. 


RAW: You sign hundreds of autographs 
every day. Do women often ask you to 
sign their body parts? 

Lawler: Without a doubt. During the 
time I’ve been in this business, I’ve 
signed just about every body part there 
is to offer. (laughs) 

When we were in Toronto for Wrestle- 
Mania X8, a beautiful young lady came 
up to me at the hotel after the show 
and said, “King, would you sign my 
‘puppies’?” She was ready to pull down 
her top, and I said, “Which one do you 
want me to sign?" Then I said, “Wait a 
minute. ГЇЇ flip a coin—heads or tails,” 
and she just said, "Why don't you do 
both?" And, she wasn't talking about her 
*puppies'! That's the kind of comment 
I like to hear. (laughs) 
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RAW: Hindsight being 20/20, do you 
wish that you had the XFL cheerleader 
tryouts to do all over again now that 
you're a bachelor? 

Lawler: Oh, absolutely. If I were doing 
those now, not only would I conduct 
the tryouts, but I would conduct the 
pre-tryout physicals. 


RAW: Speaking of “puppies,” you are the 
innovator of the “puppy” phenomenon 
among WW. Divas. What do you think of 
the Women’s Division as it stands right 
now? 

Lawler: You may be asking the wrong 
person, because you might not get the 
answer that you want, and you may not 
get the answer that a lot of the Divas 
want. But what I enjoy—and we're just 
talking about “the King” right now—is 
looking at beautiful women. And the 
W. Divas are certainly beautiful and 
sexy. I love to see a catfight, but seeing 
girls get out there and wrestle is not sexy 
to me. If you enjoy watching women 
compete and care which is tougher than 
the other, then female wrestling is for 
you. But to me, I prefer to see women 
doing something other than wrestling. 
It’s hard to wrestle in a thong, and that’s 
the way I like to see them. 


RAW: Needless to say, you're all smiles 
when you get to emcee a bikini contest 
or a wet T-shirt contest? 

Lawler: You have to say I have one of 
the greatest jobs in the world. I get letters 
and e-mails from fans all the time saying, 
“Man, you've got it made! Every time 
there’s a bikini match, every time there’s 
some sort of Divas match, you get to be 
involved!” That goes all the way back 
to the Miss Royal Rumble 2000 contest. 
Of course, that turned ugly when Mae 
Young came out, but otherwise, it was 
just great. Then you get the “Wet T-shirt” 
contests and the “Paddle on a Pole” 
matches, and it’s a lot of fun. And I 
think it helps to get the Divas over. 
Let’s face it, what’s our target audience? 
Males 18 to 34. What do they like to see? 
Scantily clad women. 








Lawler and Jim Ross have developed 
seamless chemistry over the course 
of their long broadcast partnership. 





“The King" presses the flesh with his loyal subjects. Lawler's popularity among WY. fans 
wasn’t diminished one bit by his nine-month absence. In fact, the fans’ reaction to his 
surprise comeback made Lawler more popular than ever. 





RAW: Aside from the Divas, what 
entertains Jerry Lawler on W. program- 
ming? 
Lawler: We have some great guys, some 
great athletes who are just so entertaining, 
so much fun to watch. And now with the 
distinct Raw and SmackDown! rosters, 
we're getting to see more of these guys; 
they’re getting more TV time and 
exposure. 

Га be hard-pressed to say who is the 
most entertaining, but I love everything 


about Kurt Angle. To me, Kurt is one of 


the most entertaining guys in the whole 
company. I also love when they do the 
vignettes and the skits. Booker T is 
classic. A guy who I think has potential 


to be entertaining in a quirky sort of 


way is Shawn Stasiak. I think that can 
really be played up and done well. 
Honestly—and this may make some 
people upset—I think that personal 
issues are what the fans really like. I 
saw this in all the years I was actually 
promoting wrestling. That’s what the 
fans really want to get involved in. 





RAW: What exactly do you mean by 
“personal issues”? 

Lawler: I mean things other than just 
wrestling for the title. Even though the 
W. Undisputed Championship is the 
crown jewel of this company and the 
most important thing everyone should 





strive for, only one person can have it at 
a time. This is sort of a male soap opera, 
and people want to know what the 
Superstars’ and the Divas’ private lives 
are like. They want to know what’s going 
on other than just who’s going to win a 
match. They want to get involved with 
these people’s personalities. When you 
get a personal issue going over some- 
thing other than a championship, that’s 
what entertains me. And I think that’s 
what entertains most of the fans, whether 
they realize it or not. 


RAW: If you had to select one person 
in the W who you think is the next 
breakout star, one Superstar who you 
think could be the next Stone Cold Steve 
Austin or the next Rock, who would it 
be? 

Lawler: Even though Kurt Angle’s been 
featured here for a long time already, I 
still think Kurt Angle has the potential to 
be a huge megastar. The guy’s got every- 
thing. He’s certainly got the look, the 
ability and the charisma. And then he’s 
got such a great attitude. For a guy with 
his background as an Olympic gold 


medallist to come into the world of 


sports-entertainment and have the great 
energy he’s had, to be willing to do any- 
thing and roll with the punches and then 
adapt so quickly, I think he has unlimited 
potential. A lot of those guys who come 





from amateur wrestling look upon sports- 
entertainment with disdain. 


RAW: During your time away from this 
company last year, a lot of internet fans 
were shocked to see the Honky Tonk Man 
posting anti-Lawler commentaries on his 
website, most of which were extremely 
personal. What's your take on that? 
Lawler: (laughs) I think everybody 
knows the guy's my first cousin. His 
mother and my mother are sisters. And 
I helped him get into the business years 
ago. 

I thought at first that he was just 
being a bitter guy, because he wasn't here 
anymore. I've been on that end, and it's a 
hard pill to swallow—one minute you're 
on top of the world, and then the next 
minute you're not there anymore. That 
can do funny things to your ego and your 
mental state. Honky was going on the 
internet and taking every opportunity 
to blast me in every way—not just 
business but personal. When he had 
started doing that, they brought him back 
to be in the 2001 Royal Rumble. І saw 
him there, and he came up to me. We 
talked like old buddies, and nothing was 
ever mentioned about that. 

After that, he went back to doing the 
same sort of thing. Finally, I e-mailed 
him and asked, “What’s the deal here? 
What's your problem with me?" And he 
sent me back an e-mail that said, “This 
is business, King! I'm trying to start the 
first-ever internet angle! This could be 
huge! You don't realize how many hits 
my website gets! Answer me back, and 
they'll book us on every indy show in 
the world, and it will draw huge!" So all 
of this personal stuff he was throwing 
out there was just to get an internet 
angle going. After that, I never even 
acknowledged him anymore. 


RAW: Is there still bad blood? 
Lawler: Not as far as l'm concerned. I 
never even think about the guy. And we 
don't have family reunions anymore 
either. (laughs) 


RAW: Do you think you'll ever run for 
political office again? 

Lawler: No. I answered that pretty 
quickly, didn't I? (/aughs) 
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chemistry together. A lot of people 
probably think that all of us guys are 
great friends and hang out together all 
the time. Truth is, I see J.R. once a week. 
I really pretty much see him right before 
we go out there for the show for two 
hours, and we just wing it. We have a 
really good time. J.R. is so prepared, and 
that makes my job easy. I can literally 
walk out there and do a show off the cuff. 
I think that's one of the reasons we work 
so well—I can go out there and react to 
what I see and to what J.R. says, because 
he's so prepared and knows everything 
there is to know. I consider J.R. a very 
good friend. But he lives in Connecticut, 
and I live in Tennessee, so we only see 
each other for about three hours a week. 


RAW: What is your relationship with 
Vince McMahon like? 

Lawler: I feel like it's a pretty good 
relationship. He's under such pressure 
and in such demand by everybody, I 
don't ever get a chance to sit down and 


just talk with him. Fortunately, I haven't 


had any problems to take to him or any- 
thing like that. Certainly I think there's 
a mutual respect there. It's always been 
more than cordial. The great thing about 
when I came back is that everybody had 
the mindset that it was a little glitch in 
our relationship, and let's act like it didn't 
happen. It really hasn't been addressed 
or talked about; everything is just back 
like it was before I left. Vince actually 
said the other day, "King, I can't wait 'til 
your book comes out—I' m going to get 
the first copy.” (laughs) 


Jerry Lawler + Hot Women in Bikinis = Damn Fine Television. Nothing brings out the best 
in “the King” like a bikini match, wet T-shirt contest or any segment involving the luscious 
Divas of the W. If there are scantily clad women around, “the King” is never far behind. 


RAW: Ten years from now, what do you 
see Jerry Lawler’s role being in the 


42 





I was really disillusioned when I got 
into politics; I found out it was all fake, 
much more bogus than wrestling could 
ever dream to be. (laughs) It was an 
eye-opening experience. I thought it at 
least might be fun, but it was no fun at 
all. As I got further into the thing, and 
it looked like I was going to do pretty 
well, I was like, “What if I wake up one 
day, and I’m the mayor of the 18'"-largest 
city in the United States, and I gotta go 
down every day to an office and be this 
big authority figure?” And I thought, 
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“Oh Lord, I hope I don’t win this 
thing!” Plus, I realized a mayor has to 
kiss babies, and I get to kiss babes. So 
Um much better off this way. 


RAW: What is your relationship with 


Jim Ross like? You two have such good 


chemistry on Raw. It seems that he was 
in close contact with you during your 
sabbatical and was instrumental in your 
return. 

Lawler: I think J.R. and I have a good 
relationship. Certainly we have great 





sports-entertainment industry? 

Lawler: Wow. It’s hard to say what the 
sports-entertainment world will be like 
10 years from now. I just saw a story 
about how the line is being blurred 
between sports and entertainment, and 
how all of these different sports shows 
and sports franchises are starting to hire 
comedians. Even though Dennis Miller 
didn’t last on Monday Night Football, 
if you look around, people do really 


just want to be entertained. And sports 


shouldn’t be life-and-death situations. 
Anything you watch on TV, except the 


entertainment. 
I would think that even 10 years from 
now, there would be some kind of role 
for what I do, whether it is here or 
somewhere else. 





news, should be just that 


RAW: Do you regret walking out of the 
company last February? 

Lawler: Absolutely, I do. But if I’ve 
heard this saying once, I’ve heard it a 





thousand times: Everything happens for 
a reason. And possibly, it does. I just 
haven't found the reason that all this 
happened yet. Maybe sometime in the 
future I will. I regret leaving in that I now 
realize that I left for what was probably 
the wrong reason. I felt at the time I 
was justified, and now in retrospect— 
of course hindsight is 20/20—looking 
back, I probably would have been 











smarter to have investigated a little more 
thoroughly and not left so hastily. 


RAW: Do you think you changed as a 
person during your time away? 

Lawler: I don’t know if I really changed 
as a person: I just think that I became 
aware of a lot of things. I guess I was 
going along in such a comfort zone, and 
my life was so good. All of a sudden, 
everything was pulled out from under 
me. It just makes you aware of what 
can happen to you. Never take anything 
for granted and never get too comfort- 
able, because sometimes bad things do 
happen to good people. It’s been a big 
learning experience, and not necessarily 


a good one. 


RAW: What did you learn from the 
whole experience? 

Lawler: The biggest thing I learned was 
how passionate the fans are. The busi- 
ness has grown to such an extent that 
sometimes we don’t get to have contact 
with the fans anymore. There’s not as 
much opportunity to meet them anymore. 
With that eliminated, it amazed me to 
see how passionate they still are and how 
loyal they can be in supporting some- 
hey really care about. I was just 
a color commentator on the show, but 
when I was gone, I got about 50,000 
e-mails in the first couple of weeks alone! 
It was just unbelievable. 

The support of the fans out there is 
something I think we sometimes take 


one 





for granted. Sometimes we're so busy 
that we take for granted how much they 
appreciate our entertaining them. 

It's a great family here, and then, all 
of a sudden, your family is gone. I always 
look around at head coaches of a base- 
ball or football team, and realize it's hard 
for them to become friends with the 
players, because those guys can come and 
go at a moment's notice. But here in the 
W., it’s hard not to become close with 
these people, because you see them on 
such a regular basis. So you miss them 
when you're gone, and I was certainly 
glad to be able to come back. M 





“The King” in his natural environment— 
with crown and microphone in hand, 
and a smile on his face. 
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An honor befitting the “Great 

One”: Being immortalized with a 
wax figure at the world-famous 
Madame Tussaud’s in New York. 
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SIXTEEN DAYS OF THE ROCK 


You want to talk about a grueling media tour? Check out The Rock’s itinerary for the beginning of April: 


Talk of the Town 


April was undoubtedly the “Month of 
The Rock” in the entertainment world. A 
whirlwind 16-day media blitz surrounded 
the April 17 world premiere of The Scorpion 
King, taking The Rock from coast to 
coast and onto virtually every major 
entertainment venue imaginable. Talk 
shows, radio, magazines, newspapers— 
The Rock did it all, including L/VE with 
Regis & Kelly on April 9 (above) and 
appearances with media heavyweights 
David Letterman, Larry King, Jay Leno, 
Howard Stern and Conan O’Brien, 
among others. The results of the 16-day 
blast: Great press for The Scorpion King, 
which shattered box-office records upon 
opening, and even greater press for 

The Rock himself. The entertainment 
world discovered what the sports- 
entertainment world knew all along— 
The Rock is truly electrifying! 


April 4: 
April 5: 


Larry King Live 
The Late Late Show with Craig Kilborn 
Hosts UPN lineup 
Unscripted with Chris Connelly 
Today Show 
LIVE with Regis & Kelly 
April 10: Madame Tussaud’s unveiling 
April 12: The Howard Stern Show 
April 13: Saturday Night Live 
April 15: Power 106 FM (Los Angeles) 
Best Damn Sports Show Period 
April 16: The Tonight Show with Jay Leno 
April 17: The Steve Harvey Show 
The Scorpion King premiere 
Late Show with David Letterman 
April 18: MTV's TRL 
BET's 106 & Park 
April 19: ABC Radio 
The View 
Late Night with Conan O'Brien 
April 20: Nickelodeon's Kids’ Choice Awards 


April 6: 
April 9: 











FACE TO FACE WITH THE “GREAT ONE” 


The Rock meets his wax counterpart at the world-famous Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum in New York on April 10. 
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The Rock can’t keep a straight 
face as he and Will Ferrell (right) 
rehearse their bizarre duet as 
Bigfoot and Neil Diamond. 
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SECOND TIME’S THE CHARM 


Because once is never enough—The Rock enjoys a second run as host of Saturday Night Live. 


Live! From New York... 

The Rock spent the week of April 8-13 

in New York, preparing for his second 

tour de force as guest host of NBC’s 

Saturday Night Live. Just like his first 

critically acclaimed hosting stint, 

The Rock once again left them rolling 

in the aisles. The Rock assumed the 

roles of a crooning Bigfoot (in a duet 

with Neil Diamond) and a harried EMT, 

and even spoofed the soon-to-be- 

released Scorpion King. The week 

leading up to the live April 13 broad- 

cast was spent deep in rehearsals and 

run-throughs, but by this time it was 

all old hat to The Rock. It was also just 

the beginning of a massive media blitz La — 
i t w: ock's first i int on Saturday Night Live 

ds Ко T dE Arr 4 s 2000 that got the de his on ee 











The Rock goes into full thespian mode 
to rehearse a sketch with SNL cast 
member Chris Parnell. 
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Scorpion King co-star Kelly Hu 
is radiant as she walks the red 
carpet at the premiere. 
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RED CARPET ROUNDUP 


The big moment finally arrives—the star-studded Hollywood premiere of The Scorpion King. 


Rockin’ All Over This Town 
The April 17 Hollywood premiere of 
The Scorpion King came with all the 
trimmings—bright lights, big stars and 
the full Tinseltown treatment—and all 
eyes were on The Rock. Accompanied 
by his beautiful wife, Dany, The Rock 
walked the red carpet and faced the 
barrage of cameras and microphones 
with gusto. At the end of the evening, 
the attendees all agreed: The Scorpion 
King was a smash, and The Rock was 
rolling as a major movie star. Within 
weeks, the rest of the country was on 
the bandwagon as well. The Scorpion 
King became the highest-drawing April 
premiere in motion-picture history, and 


was well on its way to becoming one The next big action hero meets the man who set the 
of the summer’s biggest hits. standard: the great Amold Schwarzenegger. 
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THE PEOPLE’S 
PREMIERE 


There was no doubt who ruled 
Hollywood on this night: 


The marquee above Universal Studios 
Hollywood says it all: the much-anticipated 
world premiere of The Scorpion King. 











UNIVERSAL STUDIOS HOLLYWOOD 
7. WELCOMES 


THE SCORPION KING 
WORLD PREMIERE 


No matter where you looked, The Scorpion 
King was there looking back at you in the 
weeks leading up to the premiere. 








STANDING BY THEIR MAN 


Vince and Linda McMahon enter the premiere to 
lend their support and enjoy The Rock's big night. 


The Rock and his lovely wife, Dany, 
pose for the paparazzi during the 
premiere of The Scorpion King. 
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In late April, World Wrestling 
fans received the bad news that Lita would be 
forced out of action for several months due to a 
severe neck injury and the necessary surgery 
. to repair it. One of the most popular 










A faces a long and arduous rehabilitation 

Л process as she attempts to return to 
the ring and perform for her legions 
\ of fans. Here’s your chance to send 
M Lita a get-well card, which you can 
fill out with your best wishes for a 
speedy recovery. Fill out the card on 
the opposite page and send it to: 


Get Well Lita 
P.O. Box 1334 
Stamford, CT 06902 


Wel pass on your good thoughts to 
Lita, and hopefully they'll help speed 
her recovery. Thanks for your support! 


















































Lear lita: 
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W Intercontinental Championship 


Eddie Guerrero (champion) def. 
Rob Van Dam 


The red-hot rivalry between two of W.’s most dazzling 
performers spilled over into Judgment Day. “The Whole Dam 
Show” took the early advantage with a moonsault and a series 
of kicks, and then applied a painful surfboard submission hold 
to wear down the champion. “I used that in ECW all the time,” 
Van Dam said. “Before the match, I was thinking about my 
strategy and I decided to use it. I have quite a few moves in my 
repertoire that haven't been seen since I’ve been with W and I 
might start pulling some of them out here and there.” Guerrero 
regained control, and left RVD prone on the mat with a huge 
powerbomb from the top. But Eddie missed his Frog Splash, 
giving RVD the chance to hit his own Five-Star Frog Splash. 
Van Dam also missed, however, and moments later Guerrero 
retained his title with a backslide, using the ropes for leverage. 








W Intercontinental Championship 
Trish Stratus риат; with Bunta вау тшеу) MEF, Stacy Кее wm reverend D-von and deacon Batista] 


The challenger was ac- 
companied to the ring by 
Reverend D-Von and Deacon 
Batista, and used her escorts 
to the fullest advantage 
against the more-experienced 
Trish. Batista attacked Trish 
during a pinfall attempt, allow- 
ing Stacy to gain control of 
the match. The Deacon made 
a second try at incapacitating 
Trish, but she fought him off 
and nailed Stacy with the Stratusfaction bulldog to retain her 
Women’s Championship. “If anyone wants to bring it—Stacy 
Keibler included—I will continue to deliver 100 percent 
Stratusfaction, guaranteed,” Trish said. 

Reverend D-Von and half-brother Bubba Ray then squared 
off, with the so-called holy men eventually double-teaming 
Bubba and driving him through a table. 
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Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman 
def. The Hardy Boyz 


As expected, the “Next Big Thing” battled the Hardy Boyz 
singlehandedly in the ring, leaving agent Paul Heyman on the 
ring apron. What was not expected, however, was that Heyman 
ended up scoring the pinfall win on Jeff. Immediately after the 
match, the “undefeated” Heyman shot down any talk of his 
becoming a full- or even part-time ring warrior. “For one thing, 
I'm not qualified to do this,” Heyman told W .сот shortly after 
the match. “For another thing, I don’t have the balls these guys 
have. It’s so easy to take what these guys do for granted. People 
don’t realize just how dangerous this business really is.” 
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W Tag Team Championship 
Rikishi and Rico (challengers) def. 
Billy & Chuck champions) 


Looking to gain revenge for a Stink Face he suffered back 
in December, Mr. McMahon named Rico as Rikishi’s partner, 
effectively making it a three-on-one. Working alone, Rikishi 
managed to repeatedly fight off the champs. With Chuck hold- 
ing Rikishi, Rico unleashed a kick, but Rikishi ducked and 
Rico nailed Chuck. Rikishi then pinned him to capture the Tag 
Team Championship for himself and a disbelieving Rico. 
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Handicap match 


stone Gold Steve Austin def. 
Ric Flair and Big Show 


Working alone against the quarter-ton Big Show and the 16- 
time World Champion Ric Flair, Austin relied on his wits and 
unbridled rage to overcome one of the toughest challenges of 
his storied career. Stone Cold was successful in fighting off 
both men in the early going, and got the better of Flair one-on- 
one, but before long, Austin was at the mercy of the massive 
Big Show, who worked on Austin’s legs in order to soften him 
up for Flair’s legendary Figure-Four Leglock. The sly Rattlesnake 
reversed Flair’s first Figure-Four attempt, but was attacked by 
Big Show. Austin shocked the 500-pounder with a Thesz Press 
from the second rope and then a Stunner. Austin went for a 
second Stunner when X-Pac ran in to interfere, but X-Pac’s 
kick attempt hit Big Show instead. Austin then Stunned both 
X-Pac and Flair, and pinned the “Nature Boy” for the win. 
Afterward, Austin made clear that he was far from done with 
Flair. “Га still like to go one-on-one with the 16-time World 
Champion,” Austin said. “I don’t know why we wouldn’t do it. 
Td like to do it, and I think people would want to see it.” 
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Hair vs Hair Match 


Edge def. Kurt Angle 


One of the most heated rivalries in recent memory boiled 
over into a humiliating Hair vs. Hair match, where the loser 
would be shaved bald live in the arena. These two evenly 
matched Superstars put on yet another hellacious and intense 
match, filled with high-impact moves and breathtaking near- 
falls. Both men thwarted the other’s toughest moves, with 
Angle kicking out after a devastating spear by Edge, and Edge 
shocking Angle by kicking out of a pin attempt after an Angle 
Slam. Angle went for the kill with his Ankle Lock, but was 
instead nailed by an enziguiri by Edge. The American Hero’s 
second try for the Ankle Lock was even more disastrous, as 





Edge rolled him up for the pinfall. Angle managed to escape 
the barber’s clippers immediately after the match, but was soon 
trapped in the barber’s chair and shaved bald by Edge. “I’m 
ecstatic right now,” Edge said. “I honestly think the last two 
pay-per-views have been my best matches. I’m feeling real 
good. I think I’m hitting my stride. The confidence is there 
now.” 
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Hell in the Gell Match 





Triple H def. Ghris Jericho 


The blood, sweat and tears were flowing as Triple H and 
Chris Jericho revisited their rivalry in the most dangerous match 
in all of sports-entertainment. The sharp steel walls of the Cell 
came into play early and often, as both men were busted open 
just moments into the match. “Hell in the Cell is a double-edged 
sword,” Triple H said. “The expectations are not to be believed. 
You have to have an ‘Oh my God’ match. And I think that Chris 
Jericho and I had an ‘Oh my God’ match.” The two men utilized 
the steel ring steps, a ladder, a sledgehammer and a 2x4 
wrapped in barbed wire in their all-out effort to maim each 
other. Referee Tim White was inadvertently blasted from the 
apron to the steel cell, separating his shoulder. His injury forced 
W officials to open the Cell doors and rescue him. Jericho and 
Triple H took advantage of the open Cell, battling on the 
outside as “the Game" DDT'd Jericho through the Spanish 
announcers’ table. They soon scaled the mammoth Cell, tearing 
each other apart with the 2x4. Jericho locked Triple H in the 
Walls of Jericho atop the cage, but “the Game” escaped. Triple H 
soon Pedigreed the “larger-than-life” Jericho atop the Cell and 
pinned him for the wild and violent victory. “This is not some- 
thing you can do every day, that’s for sure,” Jericho said after 
the match. “It takes a lot out of a man. I’m sure Triple H feels 
the same way. Anybody that says this is ‘fake,’ come stand next 
to me right now and tell me how fake it is.” 
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w Undisputed Championship 
Undertaker (challenger) def. Hollywood Hulk Hogan 


The sadistic Undertaker brought Hogan’s weight belt— 
which he had stolen and used to bust up Hogan weeks earlier 
on Raw—to the ring, and immediately assaulted the champion 
with it again. Hogan, however, stole the belt back and beat 
down Undertaker with it before backdropping the Dead Man 
and throwing him to the outside to continue his assault. Hogan 
also stopped ’Taker’s “old-school” top-rope assault and super- 
plexed him from the top. The Red Devil took control by going 
to work on Hogan’s damaged left knee. He then punctuated his 
assault by chokeslamming Hogan, but the the Hulkamaniacs 
willed their hero into his legendary “Hulking up” mode, and 
the Champion nailed 'Taker with the big boot and legdrop. In 
a stunning development, though, Undertaker kicked out after a 
two-count. Hogan went for a backdrop, but ’Taker gave him a 
DDT, scoring a two-count of his own. Mr. McMahon then 
came down the ramp as "Такег grabbed a steel chair. Hogan 


kicked the chair into Undertaker's face and hit another legdrop, 
but McMahon distracted the referee and prevented a pinfall. An 
irate Hogan dragged McMahon into the ring, punched him and 
nailed him with a legdrop, but as the referee pushed the fallen 
McMahon from the ring, "Taker plastered Hogan in the head 
with a chair. He then chokeslammed Hogan and pinned him to 
become W Undisputed Champion. After a brief celebration, 
"Taker grabbed the chair, drove it into Hogan’s throat and beat 
on the new ex-champ. 


Thanks to W.com for providing exclusive postmatch quotes 
from Judgment Day. 


FOR KING OF THE RING RESULTS, BUY THE SEPTEMBER 
ISSUE OF W MAGAZINE, ON SALE EVERYWHERE 
AUGUST 6! 
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by Brian Solomon 








Thesz (left), along with Dory Funk Jr. and others, accepts a lifetime achievement award 
from the Federation in 1997 in St. Louis, the site of many of his greatest moments. 








Greatness 
Personified 


1916-2002 


If ever there was anyone in the history 
of wrestling who literally embodied the 
word “legend,” it was Lou Thesz. An 
active competitor in seven decades and 
a World Heavyweight Champion in four, 
Thesz was considered by many to have 
been the greatest of all time. Some have 
called him wrestling’s equivalent of 
Joe DiMaggio. 


ou Thesz reigned at the top of the 
mat game a total of six times as 
titleholder for the NWA, during 


a period when that organization sanc- 
tioned the only widely recognized world 
title in the sport. 

All told, he was undisputed Heavy- 
weight Champion of the World for 
nearly 13 years, a record that will likely 
never be toppled. Most of those years 
occurred during one of professional 
wrestling’s golden eras, during the early 
days of television. 

At that time, Thesz was one of the 
most high-profile attractions in the game, 
along with such drawing cards as 
“The Human Orchid” Gorgeous George, 
Antonino Rocca and “Nature Boy” 
Buddy Rogers. Of course, Thesz would 
have been the first to point out the vast 
difference between himself and those 
other performers: he prided himself on 
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not having to rely on gimmicks to get 
over. He was a wrestler’s wrestler, who 
relied on his athletic skill and technical 
know-how to get the job done. 

When Thesz died of complications 
from open-heart surgery at 7:35 a.m. on 
Sunday, April 28 in an Orlando hospital, 
the wrestling world truly lost an irre- 
placeable treasure. More than just a giant 
of the game, Thesz was a link to pro- 
fessional wrestling’s earliest years. He 
was a bridge between two very distinct 
eras. Although he came up in the '40s 
and '50s, a time when wrestling was 
evolving into gimmick-driven entertain- 
ment, his roots lay in the '20s and '30s, 
when wrestling was presented mostly 
as pure sport. He was acquainted with, 
and often trained with, many of the men 
considered “old-timers” in his own day, 
men like Martin “Farmer” Burns, Ad 
Santel, Joe Stecher, and most notably, 
his mentor Ed "Strangler" Lewis. 

Thesz tried to emulate the values he 
learned from those veteran shooters, and 
always carried himself with the utmost 
pride and class. In a time when masked 
marvels and bleached-blond pretty boys 
were becoming the norm, he was a throw- 
back to an earlier concept of what a 
wrestling champion should be. 

"He had a lot of respect in this busi- 
ness," commented fellow legend Ric 
Flair. "He was admired by everyone as a 
man with a lot of heart. He represented 
the business well and did a lot to enhance 
its reputation." 

Despite his lengthy career, Thesz 
rarely crossed paths with the Federation. 
Nevertheless, his rare appearances with 
the organization are all memorable. In 
May 1984, he refereed a brutal strap 
match between "Rowdy" Roddy Piper 
and "Superfly" Jimmy Snuka. Not long 
after that, he emerged victorious in an 
"Old-Timer's Battle Royal" at New 
Jersey's Meadowlands Arena. In 1987, 
he appeared in Houston, Texas, for the 
Federation's Paul Boesch Retirement 
Show. And most recently, he was honored 
in the ring in October 1997 in St. Louis, 
Missouri, at Jn Your House: Badd Blood. 

Among current W. athletes, Thesz 
shared a special bond with Kurt Angle. 
The friendship between Thesz and the 
Olympic gold medallist was reported in 





The six-time former World Champion poses with Kurt Angle at the 1999 gathering of 
the Cauliflower Alley Club, an organization that honors retired wrestlers and boxers. 








the August 2001 issue of RAW Magazine 
(“Champions for Any Age"). Thesz 
admired Angle's amateur skills and 
tremendous work ethic, and often her- 
alded him as the future of the business. 

"My sorrow and condolences go out 
to Lou's family, especially his wife;" 
said Angle shortly after Thesz's passing. 
“They also go out to Lou's friends, and 
all the people that worked with him. And 
just as importantly, to all his fans; I 
know how they miss Lou as a performer 
in the ring. 

"Lou made wrestling what it is. He 
was the ideal definition of wrestling. 
The reason that I looked up to him so 
much is because that's what he was. He 
was a wrestler. He wasn't an entertainer. 
He was the best at what he did, and when 
he got in the ring, he got down to business 
and got the job done. Nobody could do 
it like Lou Thesz. He was considered 
not just the best technician and most 
talented wrestler, but one of the toughest 
guys in wrestling. Although what we do 
is entertainment, Lou could back it up 
every step of the way outside the ring. 
He will be missed.” 

Interestingly, Thesz’s name has been 
kept in the minds of modern-day fans 
by the usage of the Lou Thesz press, a 
maneuver he originally invented, and 
which is used regularly today by Stone 


Cold Steve Austin. Jim Ross is also 
to thank for that remembrance, because 
it is his keen knowledge of sports- 
entertainment history that enables him 
to call the move by its proper name. In 
the May 3 edition of The Ross Report 
on W.com, J.R. had much to say about 
the departed great: 

To many of us “old-timers,” Lou 











Photograph courtesy of Tony Lanza. 
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Thesz is regarded as one of the most 
influential and significant figures in the 
history of this business. Lou was as 
“old-school” as “old-school” could be. 
He was fiercely proud of his career and 
how the business was presented in his 
era. Lou was not a fan of today’s product. 
We would run into each other every few 
years, and we always talked about my 
early career with the late promoter 
Leroy McGuirk, an ex-amateur and NWA 
Junior Heavyweight Champion, who Lou 
respected. 


One of my most vivid memories of 


Lou occurred at a Cauliflower Alley 
Club banquet I attended in New Jersey 
a few years ago. I was there [in part] to 
speak on behalf of one of my heroes, 
the late Gordon Solie. After the event 
concluded, I went to say my good-byes 
and had my last beverage with Gordon. 
We left the bar and ran into Lou in the 
hotel lobby. He told Gordon and me 
that if he were able to come back and 





From left: Thesz, long-time St. Louis promoter Sam Muchnick, and Canadian legend 





Gene Kiniski, who took Thesz’s final World title from him in 1966. 





wrestle again, he would want Gordon 
Solie and yours truly to call the match. 
I was overwhelmed and did not feel 


worthy to be considered for such an 
honor. 
I thanked Lou and shook his hand. 








As I walked away, my eyes filled with 
tears as I began to realize that I might 
never see either of them again. When I 
turned to look back toward the lobby, 
there they stood: Lou still talking with 
his hand on Gordon's shoulder, and they 
were smiling. That's how I will always 
remember Lou Thesz: regally holding 
court, dapperly attired, tanned, with a 
smile on his face. 


THE WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS OF LOU THESZ 


12/29/37: 


At the age of 21, defeats Everett Marshall by count-out for the National Wrestling 
Association title in St. Louis, MO. 


02/11/38: 


Loses the title to Steve “Crusher” Casey in Boston, MA. It is the shortest world title 
reign up to that point. 


02/23/39: 
06/23/39: 


Regains the National Wrestling Association title from Marshall in St. Louis, MO. 


Defeated for the title by prominent NFL superstar-turned-wrestler Bronko Nagurski 
in Houston, TX. Last year, while working on “Cham- 
pions for Any Age” for the August issue, 
RAW Magazine conducted an interview 
with Mr. Thesz, which to the best of our 
knowledge was the last he ever gave. 
In that interview, Thesz focused mainly 
on his respect for Kurt Angle. But after 
the main portion of the interview was 
concluded, we couldn’t resist the oppor- 
tunity to pick his brain on various aspects 
of his historic career. One comment of 


04/25/47: Beats “Whipper” Billy Watson for the National Wrestling Association crown in 


St. Louis, MO. 
Loses to Wild Bill Longson in St. Louis, MO 


Regains the National Wrestling Association Championship from Longson in 
Indianapolis, IN. During this reign, Thesz unifies the title with many other versions, 
most importantly, the newly created National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) title, which 
gained sway over all the others. 


Pinned for the title by Watson in Toronto, ONT. The 7 1/2-year reign is second 
only to Bruno Sammartino’s in length, and is the longest ever for an undisputed 
World Champion. 


Takes the NWA title back from Watson in St. Louis, MO. 
Beaten by Dick Hutton in Toronto, ONT. 


Pins Buddy Rogers in a controversial one-fall match for the NWA World 
Championship in Toronto, ONT, breaking Strangler Lewis’ record for most World 
titles won. 


Loses his sixth and final NWA title to Gene Kiniski in St. Louis, MO, at the age of 49. 


11/21/47: 
07/20/48: 


03/15/56: 


11/09/56: 
11/14/57: 
01/24/63: 


his stands out and sums up the life’s 
work of this true legend the best that 
any can: 

“T had a lot of pride in what I did. 1 
had pride in my workmanship, and 1 
wanted to perpetuate wrestling. Because 
it was my first love.” Ш 


01/07/66: 
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By Charles Robinson 








Photo courtesy Charles Robinson. 














here are millions of people through- 

out the world who consider the 

W. Superstars their heroes. I also 
have a hero. Now I’m sure you're all 
thinking it must be 16-time World 
Champion "Nature Boy" Ric Flair— 
close, but you'd be wrong. Could it be 
one of my best friends, Arn Anderson? 
Once again, you're wrong. 

I met my hero in January 1999. I was 
making a deposit at my local bank. The 
girl that I saw at the drive-thru was so 
beautiful and so cheerful. Her name was 
Amy, and I knew immediately I would 
marry her. 

But good things in life don't come 
easy, and that proved true for me. It took 
nine months to get her to go out with me. 
I had actually given up, and she called 
me out of the blue in September 1999. 
One year later—on October 11, 2000— 
we were married. 

We were true soul mates, forever. We 





traveled the world together, snow-skiing, 
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jumping out of perfectly good airplanes, 


swimming with stingrays, or just spend- 
ing good quality time together. 

Then, in January 2001, tragedy hit. 
Amy was diagnosed with melanoma 
cancer in her lung. A disease she had had 
13 years earlier had returned. She was 
admitted to the hospital and had half her 
left lung removed, followed by weeks of 
treatment and recovery. We had beaten 
the demon—or so we thought. 

Several months later during a routine 
checkup, the cancer had returned in her 
windpipe. This time surgery was no 
option, so we tried another treatment, 
immunotherapy. Cancer gone! 

Then, in February 2002, while skiing 
in Whistler, British Columbia, Amy had 
stomach pains. I sent her home early 
while I went to referee shows in Las 
Vegas and Los Angeles. On Tuesday 
morning in L.A., I got a call from her. 
They wanted to do emergency surgery; 
the cancer had returned, this time in her 





small intestine. The doctors removed a 
one-foot section and some lymph nodes. 

After recovering for two weeks, she 
had a checkup, and we discovered that the 
cancer had returned again. The doctors 
were shocked and recommended chemo. 
They told Amy and I that the chemo 
wouldn't cure her, but would give her 
more time. 

At a time when most people, including 
myself, would feel sorry for themselves, 
Amy only thought of others. She always 
had a beautiful smile on her face, and she 
never complained. And even though she 
was sick every 30 minutes, she wanted 
to go with me to Toronto this past March 
for WrestleMania X8. It would be our last 
trip together. 

On April 7, 2002, at 8:45 p.m., I told 
Amy that I loved her, that I would be all 
right, that she didn't have to fight any- 
more, and that I know I'll see her again 
in heaven. With that said, she took her 
last breath. She was just 30 years old. 

Even facing death head-on, Amy had 
more courage than anyone I’ve ever 
known. She never took anything in life 
for granted. She enjoyed the life she 
was given to its fullest, and she cared 
about others more than herself. Amy is 
my hero, and someone ГЇЇ always try 
to pattern my life after. 

This was a hard story to tell, because 
I miss her so much. But I do know she 
is in a place where there are no tears or 
pain. She's now my guardian angel, 
looking out for me. I know ГЇЇ see her 
again someday. 

If you would like to help fight this 
deadly disease, you can send donations 
in Amy's memory to: 


Immunotherapy Fund 
Carolina's Healthcare Foundation 
Attn: Lisa Smith 
P.O. Box 32861 
Charlotte, NC 28232 
In memory of Amy Robinson 


I would like to thank the W. and the 
fans for the support they have given me 
during this time. Ш 
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